FRISCO
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

ABOUT FRISCO ISD
Frisco Independent School District is one of the fastest growing public school
districts in the nation with new students joining us every day from across
Texas, the nation and the world.

This philosophy drives our day-to-day efforts to understand each child’s unique
circumstances, his or her strengths and weaknesses and the role we must play
to ensure each student reaches his or her full potential.

Many families choose to call Frisco ISD home due to our outstanding
reputation for academic excellence, innovative programs and wealth of
extracurricular opportunities and experiences.

It is also reflected in the deliberate manner in which we build and configure our
schools:

At the heart of our success is a small-schools model that has guided the
District through three decades of explosive enrollment growth.

nn Middle schools serve 800-1,000 students in grades 6-8.

With the support of parents and the community, leaders remain committed
to creating small, personalized learning environments, as evidenced by our
mission to know every student by name and need.

nn Elementary schools serve 700-plus students in grades K-5.
nn High schools serve up to 2,100 students in grades 9-12. (New high schools
open with fewer grade levels and add one grade level a year until they serve
grades 9-12.)

Despite phenomenal growth, Frisco ISD has stayed
true to its small-town roots, building smaller, closeknit schools that contribute to a sense of community
typically found in more rural areas.
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It encompasses 75 square miles in Collin and
Denton counties, including most of the City of
Frisco and portions of adjacent Plano, McKinney
and Little Elm.

McKinney
Little Elm

The Colony

4
3
FRISCO
SQUARE

The communities served by Frisco ISD have received
numerous national honors and accolades. Frisco ISD
has been named among the top ten Best Places to
Work in Dallas-Fort Worth and nationwide, among the
100 Best Communities for Young People to live, learn
and grow.
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The City of Frisco is also home to the FC Dallas Major
League Soccer team, the Frisco RoughRiders minor
league baseball team and the NBA Development
League’s Texas Legends. In addition, the NFL’s Dallas
Cowboys and NHL’s Dallas Stars train in Frisco, creating
many opportunities for sports fans young and old.
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Major roadways such as the Sam Rayburn Tollway,
Dallas North Tollway and U.S. Highway 380 connect
Frisco ISD to the rest of the DFW Metroplex and the
world, with easy access to U.S. Highway 75, George H.
W. Bush Turnpike and I-35 E.
Supported by exceptional planning, visionary leadership
and a growing and diverse tax base, residents enjoy an
outstanding quality of life and numerous entertainment
options – from dining and shopping to exploring our
historic downtowns, local museums, parks and hike and
bike trails. Family-friendly events and activities abound.

PRESTON

Once a small farming community, our school district
now boasts a wide variety of employment opportunities
and all the amenities of this thriving area.

DALLAS NORTH TOLLWAY

Frisco ISD is located in the heart of the DallasFort Worth area – less than 25 miles from DFW
International Airport, Dallas Love Field and
downtown Dallas.
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DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE

SETTING THE BAR

Before major growth in Frisco ISD began, a group of citizens worked to help develop a
plan for the size and configuration of schools. The group determined they wanted high
schools to serve grades 9-12 and enroll fewer students than many neighboring school
districts.

Frisco ISD believes nothing is more
important than hiring the best people
to work with students each day and
providing them with the best possible
support and resources.

Frisco ISD believes smaller schools allow students to know each other, to know their
teachers and have multiple opportunities to participate and excel in extracurricular
activities and organizations.
By fostering the creation of these connections, students find their place among fellow
students; they learn from educators who know who they are as people; and they can
lead the varsity football team as starting quarterback and shine on stage in the high
school play.
All of this contributes to a sense of community where students feel safe and supported
in their campus environment – an atmosphere where they are able to develop
meaningful relationships with peers and adults at school.
Studies show students who feel connected to their school do better academically, enjoy
school more and attend classes more regularly. They also:
nn Are more likely to graduate
nn Are more likely to experience emotional health and well-being
nn Have fewer behavioral problems
nn Are less likely to engage in dangerous behaviors

Through our small schools philosophy, Frisco ISD
demonstrates an ongoing commitment to not only
meeting the academic needs of students, but their
social, emotional and physical needs as well.

In our classrooms, highly-qualified and
caring teachers strive to know every
child by name and need in order to
personalize each student’s educational
experience.
Curriculum is written in-house by
FISD educators to emphasize critical
thinking, writing and problem solving.
Rigorous lessons set high standards for
achievement and challenge all learners.
Current and emerging technology is
integrated into all content areas to
extend student learning and keep them
engaged in the process.
Students and teachers have access
to a wide range of digital tools and
online resources and a Bring-Your-Own
Device policy is in place for secondary
students.
The goal is to redefine the possibilities
of what learning can look like for each
student with a particular focus on
creativity, critical thinking, collaboration,
communication and digital citizenship.
Employees engage in continuous
professional learning and collaborate

with their peers in order to evaluate and
improve teaching practices and target
students’ individual goals.
By working together and supporting one
another, there is shared responsibility
for each student’s learning and growth.
When developing curriculum and
planning instruction, educators
consider the following questions:
nn What do we want students to know
and be able to do?
nn How will we know if students have
learned it?
nn How will we respond when they
have not learned it?
nn How will we respond when they
already know it?
This approach and reflection ensures
the District is constantly evaluating
our practices in light of their impact on
learning.
The results of these efforts speak for
themselves – Frisco ISD students are
among the highest achieving in the
state of Texas. Test scores continue
to improve and are well above state
and national averages. Each year,
graduating classes earn millions of
dollars in scholarships to further their
education.

UNPARALLELED OPPORTUNITIES
Frisco ISD doesn’t just equip students to graduate
from high school – we give them a skill set to
succeed in our changing world.
Rigorous coursework, innovative programs and a
number of extracurricular activities and organizations
allow Frisco ISD students to explore their interests
and develop into well-rounded adults.
In addition to core classes in English, mathematics,
science and social studies, the District offers a wide
variety of advanced coursework and electives as
diverse as our students themselves.
More than 30 Advanced Placement, college and dualcredit courses hone students’ research, writing and
presentation skills, preparing them for the demands
of college and career.
Students choose from courses in broadcast
journalism, animal science, aerospace engineering,
3D animation, pharmacology, sports marketing, video
game design and art history, just to name a few.
The award-winning Frisco ISD Career and Technical
Education Center features authentic learning spaces
and equipment to give high school students a jumpstart on a future career.
Professional mentors, internship opportunities
and certification programs provide valuable
skills, industry-specific knowledge and real-world
experience.
These experiences help guide students’ plans after
high school and often save students and families the
time, money and stress that comes with changing
majors at the university level.

When it comes to athletics, smaller schools mean
more students can participate in sports like baseball,
basketball, cross country, football, golf, powerlifting,
soccer, softball, swimming and diving, tennis, track
and field, volleyball and wrestling.
It also means more personalized attention and
leadership opportunities for students interested
in art, band, cheerleading, choir, dance, drill team,
orchestra and theatre. Some schools are also home
to guitar and harp programs.
In addition to fine arts and athletics, a wide variety
of clubs and organizations are available at the
secondary level, including both curricular and noncurricular activities.
The majority of middle and high school students
are involved in some sort of school-related activity
outside of the classroom. This often includes
participation in service and volunteer projects that
allow students to give back to the community and
learn about the world around them.
Frisco ISD believes the relationships students form
with peers, teachers and coaches through their
involvement in extracurricular activities are critical to
their success in school and in life.

Frisco Independent School District
Career and Technical Education Center
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STRONG & INNOVATIVE PARTNERSHIPS
Frisco ISD believes education is a shared
responsibility of students, school, home
and community.
That’s why the District works hard to build,
maintain and grow relationships with all
stakeholders – from parents, alumni and
senior citizens to local businesses, elected
officials and civic and community leaders.
We know first-hand the impact that an
informed and engaged community can
have on our students and schools. The
District relies on the support of voters,
donors and volunteers to meet the needs
of our growing and diverse student body.
Frisco ISD is fortunate to enjoy outstanding
parent and community involvement. Large
and active PTA, PTO and booster club
organizations donate their time and raise
thousands of dollars to enhance student
learning and extracurricular programs.
Area businesses, community organizations
and individuals partner with the District
to share their knowledge, skills and
resources. This support takes many forms,
from mentoring a student or serving as a
guest speaker, to sponsoring an event or
donating supplies to students in need.
The Frisco Education Foundation also
works with the community to maximize
learning and opportunities for students in
Frisco ISD. The non-profit raises money
to support educational programs, student

scholarships and grants for innovative FISD
educators.
The District is also proud to boast strong
partnerships with local government
agencies and other entities that serve FISD
families.
Over the years, Frisco ISD has joined the
City of Frisco in several public-private
partnerships that have shaped the
development of our community. Projects
include Dr Pepper Ballpark, Toyota Stadium,
Dr Pepper Arena and The Ford Center at
The Star.
These innovative partnerships provide
venues for large District events and allow
our students to play and perform in worldclass professional facilities, all while saving
tax dollars and promoting future growth.
In addition, a partnership with the Frisco
Chamber of Commerce provides practical
advice and support to middle and high
school students interested in launching
and running their own real businesses. This
ground-breaking program, called Young
Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA!), was the
first of its kind in the state of Texas.
Through these and other efforts, the Frisco
ISD community works together to make a
difference in the lives of students.
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OUR MISSION is to know every student
by name and need.
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