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Attendance
It is important that you make  
a real effort to be here every day. Student success is closely tied to attendance.  If you must be absent, we ask that your parent or guardian contact the school at 469-633-4800 before 9:00 a.m.  After any absence, please submit a note to the front office and receive a re-admit slip. If you are out for a medical appointment, be sure to bring an office visit slip in order to excuse the time missed.  All tardies and absences are unexcused unless a medical note is provided.  Students who are absent have 3 days to make up their missed work for full credit. If a student is absent for a due date that has been posted for a week or more, the assignment must be turned in on the date of return or it will be considered late work.  It is the responsibility of the student to ask and collect the missed work.

Sign Out Procedures
[image: bs01576_] If it is necessary for you to leave during the school day, you must sign out using the Raptor system in the office.  If you are leaving for an appointment, please bring a note from your parent/guardian and a permit will be issued for you to leave class. A parent or guardian must meet you in the front office and sign you out through the Raptor system and show valid I.D..  If the person picking you up is not your parent or guardian, the identity of that person must be established and written permission from the legal guardian granted before you may be released.

Visitors For Lunch
Parents and relatives are welcome to visit their child for lunch but must show an I.D. and sign in using the Raptor system.  Only people who are listed on a student’s emergency check out sheet will be permitted to enter.  Parents must provide written permission for anyone who is not on the check out list to be allowed to enter the café.  For health code reasons, parents may only bring food for their child and not for other students.

  
Bus Information  
To insure maximum safety, students are to follow all rules issued by the Frisco ISD Transportation Department when riding buses.   Failure to observe these rules could result in the loss of bus riding privileges and/or other disciplinary action.  If you have questions or need information regarding buses, please call 469-633-6140.                   

 Lockers
Each student will be assigned a locker with a combination lock.  We have enough lockers for all students; therefore, students are not allowed to share lockers.  Students should refrain from bringing items to school that could interfere with, or are not needed for the educational process.  Lockers are school property and are subject to search by school officials.  Time is set aside each six weeks to allow you to clean out your locker and organize your belongings. Do not tell anyone your combination. If you choose to bring a backpack, it must remain in the locker throughout the school day.

Locker Decorations
You are allowed to decorate the inside of your locker on Meet Your Locker night. School sponsored organizations are allowed to decorate the outside of lockers. Only parents that have passed background checks will be permitted on campus after school to decorate lockers. Those decorations must be approved by the athletic coach or activity sponsor. Should any locker decorations be damaged or destroyed, WMS will not spend time investigating the situation. 

Textbooks
Textbooks are provided by the district and are issued at the beginning of the year.  Every student is obligated to give his or her books the best care and cover the books.  Write your name in the front of the book as soon as it is issued to you.  Do not loan or borrow textbooks.  Students who lose or damage books will be expected to pay for them.

Lost and Found
Students should not bring valuable items to school.  Lost items that are turned in are placed in the lost and found box in the AP office or in the Theatre Arts room.  Items not claimed by the end of the school year are donated to charity.  

Nurse/Medication
A registered school nurse is assigned to WMS full time.  Students who are ill should report to the nurse with a pass from the teacher.  If it is deemed necessary, the nurse or other school personnel will contact a parent or guardian for you.  Students should not carry medication of any kind with them during the school day.  Please contact the nurse for proper authorization forms and an explanation of procedures.

Physical Education Uniform
P.E. uniforms may be purchased through the WMS P.T.O. Order forms are conveniently located in the front office.  Every student must have the uniform by the SECOND WEEK of school.  If a uniform is misplaced, or lost, it must be replaced within ONE WEEK. 

Grading
A numerical system of grading is used.          The lowest passing grade is 70. 
 90  – 100 = A       80  – 89 = B
 70  –   79 = C     Below 70 = F

Wester Grading Rubric:
Major Grades: 50%
(Tests, Writing/Research Assignments)
Daily Grades: 40%
(Quizzes, In-class Assignments, Labs, etc.)
Homework: 10%
(Homework, Warm-ups, In-class Assignments)
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Conduct Grade
A “citizenship” grade which takes into account punctuality, self-control, ability to work alone and with others, respect for fellow students and property, cooperation with teachers and students, is given each six weeks for each class.  Student conduct will be reported as Satisfactory (S), Needs Improvement (N) or Unsatisfactory (U).

Retests:
A student may choose to retest on major 
assessments.  A student who fails the original assessment must attend a minimum of one tutorial session before retesting. The student will be awarded the full value of the retest exam. All retesting must take place within 2 weeks of the original date or by the end of the 6 weeks grading period; whichever comes first.  The teacher will schedule the retest for a specific date, and it is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements to be present for the retest.  Any student who has a conflict with the date set by the teacher should make arrangements for an alternative date in advance of the retest.  Semester tests are considered as summative assessments and are not eligible for retests.

Spanish I For High School Credit:
Spanish I is offered in grades 7 and 8 for high school credit.  Successful completion of both years, Spanish IA (7th grade) and Spanish IB (8th grade), is required in order to receive the high school credit.  Upon successful completion of both Spanish I A and IB, students will receive foreign language credit toward high school graduation; however, this class will not be included in the overall high school G.P.A. Students who elect to take this high school level course designed to provide a solid foundation for success in Spanish II should expect high standards and an additional time requirement.  Students may not retake Spanish I in high school if they receive credit for Spanish IA and IB in middle school.


Change of Address/Phone Numbers
Please inform the office immediately, in writing of any address or phone number changes so we may change all pertinent school records.  Emergency information must be accurate for your safety.

P.T.O.
[image: pe03205_]An active Parent Teacher Organization is available for your parent/guardian to join.  Membership information and a list of volunteer opportunities will be sent home in August.  Your parents are always welcome at Wester Middle School. Please encourage their involvement.
 
Counselors
Our guidance counselors are available to help students get the most out of their middle school experience and to help them adjust to middle school life.  Part of our guidance program is helping the new student feel at home in our school with new teachers and friends in a different setting.  Our counselors welcome the opportunity to talk over concerns with students, parents, and teachers.  They are familiar with community resources and may direct students to other sources of information and assistance.  Students who wish to discuss academic and school success with a counselor should seek permission from a teacher or administrator to stop in the counseling office to set up an appointment.  
 
Late Work:
All assignments that are turned in late will have 10% deducted everyday up to 3 days (30% maximum).  A student can not earn below a 70% unless the original assignment, without deductions, earned below a 70%.  For example, if a student’s work is graded as a 68% the student receives the 68%.  Late work will be accepted for 1 week past the assigned due date or until the end of the six weeks marking period, whichever comes earlier.  Students may be assigned to tutorials, C-Hall, Thursday Night School or academic ISS in order to get this work completed.[image: ] Parents are strongly encouraged to monitor their child’s grades via eSchool.

Tutorials
[image: ] We offer tutorial help during the school day as well as before and after school. Tutorials are designed to assist struggling students and are not set up to do homework.  Students may go to the library before school to work quietly on homework.  Students can leave the cafeteria in the morning between 8:10 and 8:15 to attend tutorials. Speak with your teachers to obtain more details.

Bicycles 
Students may ride bicycles to school. Bicycles are to be parked and locked in the designated areas. The school cannot provide security against theft or vandalism. Students are urged to use caution and common sense when riding bicycles, as the area around the school is often congested, especially in the afternoon. School officials reserve the right to restrict bicycle riding on school grounds before and after school.

Progress Reports and Report Cards
 (
History: A
   Math: B
)These are designed to keep you and your parent/guardian aware of your academic progress.     Progress reports are issued to students at the midpoint of each marking period. Report cards are sent home with the student at the end of the grading period.  Student academic progress can be monitored through the E- school student information system.

Dances
WMS will sponsor two dances during the school year.  Parents and teachers will act as chaperones.  Dances on each middle school campus will be restricted to students who attend that school and meet requirements based on academic standing and behavior.  Once a student arrives at the dance, that student may not leave and re-enter.  Parents are expected to pick up their child promptly at the     end of the dance. Dance times will be communicated well in advance.   Students are to adhere to the standard dress code.

Cafeteria
Each student will be issued an identification number and must use it daily when going through the lunch line. Menu prices are availiabe during scheule pick-up. A-la-Carte items, desserts, ice cream, chips and drinks are also available. Students must pay for meals in advance in the cafeteria. Students must put money in their accounts prior to 10:00 a.m. in order to prevent delays in service. Meals may not be charged. An alternate lunch will be provided at no cost to any child who forgets his/her lunch money.

Agenda
The agenda planner is provided to you free of charge and should be carried to all classes each day. 
 If you lose it, you are required to purchase another one.  Each Monday, assignments for the week are posted in the classroom, and students are expected to copy them in the corresponding pages of their planners. Parents are encouraged to check the planner weekly.  

Parents Bringing “Forgotten Items”
WMS will not interrupt any classroom to deliver any items that the student has forgotten (except for eyeglasses/contacts).  Students will be called to the front office between classes to retrieve items that have been brought in.

Student Success Initiative
 Students who did not demonstrate mastery on last year’s TAKS Test or are struggling in math, science, or reading will be given direct academic assistance that will help them improve their math and literacy skills.  This course may replace an elective course.  Students may also be taken out of elective classes at various times throughout the year for two week blocks to attend Power Math, Science, or Reading classes that will assist them in mastering a specific concept or skill.  These efforts are designed to help every child achieve success in mastering the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills and are fulfilling federal requirements under the No Child Left Behind Act. 

Electronic Devices:
[image: MCj03234030000[1]]Students are not permitted to use cell phones or other electronic devices such as IPODS or MP3 players on school grounds, or on the bus.  Students may bring cell phones to school as long as they remain turned off, are not used, and are not visible.  Students not in compliance with the rule will have their cell phones confiscated and will be assessed a fine of $15 in order for a parent or guardian to retrieve the phone.  After the fourth offense, the cell phone will be confiscated for the remainder of the year.

Thursday School:
At Wester we offer an opportunity for our students that have missing or incomplete assignments to be provided a supervised environment outside of the regular school day to complete these assignments.  Thursday School is offered on Thursdays from 4:00-7:00 p.m.  If your child is asked to stay for Thursday School, one of your child's teachers will be in contact with you regarding the assignment date.  Thursday  School is not a disciplinary consequence. It is to help students complete and turn in missing assignments.  If your child is able to complete the missing or incomplete assignments before Thursday School,
your child's teacher can excuse them.  Students must provide their own
transportation home.   

Thursday Night Reflections:
[image: MCj03967420000[1]]TNR is utilized to encourage students to change their behavior, assist students in understanding the result of negative choices, teach self discipline, and provide students an opportunity to get caught up on school work. This disciplinary detention is held on Thursdays from 4:00-7:00 p.m.  During the detention, students complete a character-based curriculum.  The curriculum provided for students to complete allows them an opportunity to reflect on behavior choices they made, and also provides them with the tools necessary to make positive choices in the future.  Students assigned to TNR may bring a snack. Allowable snacks are bottled water and non-sticky food items.  No candy is permitted.  If an emergency arises, please make arrangements with your child's grade level assistant principal in advance if you are unable to attend; otherwise, the student will be considered absent.  Students must provide their own transportation home.

C-Hall:
C-Hall is a disciplinary detention held on Monday, Wednesday, and Fridays from 4:00-5:00 p.m.  Students are responsible for bringing schoolwork to C-Hall.   If an emergency arises, please make arrangements with your child's grade level assistant principal in advance if you are
unable to attend; otherwise, the student will be considered absent.  Students must provide their own transportation home.
				
In School Suspension:
[image: MCj03973280000[1]]ISS is a short term removal from the classroom environment.  ISS encourages students to change their behavior, assist students in understanding the result of negative choices, teaches self discipline, and provides students an opportunity to get caught up on school work. While in ISS, students will be expected to work through a character-based curriculum as well as complete any class work sent by their teachers. Any and all assignments given in ISS must be completed.  Students are required to bring all books and school supplies to ISS.

Schedule Changes:
Schedule change requests will be allowed during the first week of school.  After that time, schedule changes will be made based on academic need and will require Principal approval.  Schedule change request forms can be picked up in the Counseling Department and a parent signature is required before changes can be made.  Due to class size and personnel, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to accommodate your request.

Methods of Communication:
In an effort to involve parents and the community in the academic success and activities at Wester, we utilize a variety of methods of communication.  E-school, e-mails, web-based newsletters, phone calls, parent teacher conferences, student agendas, progress reports, report cards, positive postcards, School Messenger calls, and Open House nights are all ways to stay updated on your student’s academic progress and extracurricular activities.  

Approval Process for Curricular and Non/Curricular Clubs:
The process below should be used when a student requests to form a new club on campus:
Non-Curricular Clubs
· Student requests permission from the principal to form a new club
· Student completes the form requesting permission to organize the club and hold meetings
· Student secures a staff member willing to sponsor the club
· Staff member signs “Non-Curricular Club Sponsor’s Acknowledgement of Role/Responsibility” form
· Principal approves or disapproves the request
· If approved, the request is sent to Student Services for review
· If approved the form is returned to the campus
· Copies of the signed form are sent to the campus principal, the curriculum group and the superintendent or designee
· Non-curricular clubs re-apply every year



Counselors: 
6th  Grade & 7th Grade Hillcats:  
Mrs. Julie Lewis
lewisju@friscoisd.org

7th Grade Intimidators & 8th Grade:
Ms. Shari Sanders
sanders@friscoisd.org

Assistant Principals:
6th Grade and 7th Grade Hillcats:
Mr. Richard Manuel
manuelr@friscoisd.org

7th Grade Intimidators & 8th Grade: 
Mrs. Dana Reid
reidd@friscoisd.org

Principal: 
Mrs. Angela Romney
romneya@friscoisd.org
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