News and Announcements from Roach Middle School 


[image: MC900439448[1]]Progress reports for the 3rd marking period will be sent home on Tuesday, December 6.  If your child received any failing grades, they will not be eligible to participate in or attend any extracurricular events until the end of the next marking period at which time they can regain eligibility if they have all passing grades.  This includes activities that occur during Tribes.  These students will receive tutoring services during Tribes until the end of the marking period.  Students receiving grades below 80 will be provided a study hall during Tribes to help them maintain or increase these grades.  This marking period will end on Friday, December 16th and grades will be sent home on Thursday, January 5, 2012.   



Announcements:

[image: MC900303521[1]]During the winter months, there is always a possibility for school to be closed due to inclement weather.  If school is delayed or cancelled, we will use a multitude of mediums to alert you which include local radio/TV, web site, e-mail and phone call via School Messenger.  You may also receive this information via Twitter.  See the link below for more information on the Frisco ISD twitter account.   http://www.friscoisd.org/ly/news/friscoisdontwitter.htm


Counselors review Explore Test data with 8th graders on December 9 and 16th.  Look for your student’s results page to come home soon.

December 12, FISD will host a Parent Education Session on Suicide prevention.  See attached flier for more information. 

The Teen Summit is sponsoring a program called “My Next Move: Life after High School on Saturday, December 17th.  The Teen a forum for middle and high school students, along with their parents, that gives students the opportunity to learn about college planning, financial freedom, and personal development.  Click here for more information http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e56fk4jc8a11a25b&llr=sfqd4hiab


December 19 – 20 FISD will be holiday break, classes resume on Monday, January 2, 2012 

The 7th grade will participate in a STAAR Writing practice test on Wednesday, January 4th.  Students will be eating lunch in their classrooms and will be asked to either bring a sack lunch from home or purchase one from the cafeteria.  No lunch deliveries will be accepted for 7th grade students on this date.  
[image: MP900446598[1]]

            Roach’s Helping Hands club is collecting donations of New and used blankets, food, treats, and money to help the animals at Collin County Animal Shelter. 
             Donations can be    dropped off in Room 621 with Mrs. Hein. Thank you. 



Want help with Math???????  Starting with the 4th 6 weeks in January we will have some tutoring available for you on line.  The 6th and 7th grade Math teachers will be recording some quick “How to Lessons,” on material being covered during that time period.  This will be located on the Roach Middle School web-site on the Math link.  More information to come through your Math teachers on direct access to that link.  

[image: MC900371050[1]]
Learning has gone mobile in the library!  Here are some electronic resources you can use from home or anywhere on your mobile devices!  Included are links to our electronic databases, encyclopedia, and other tools that your families can use for homework help or research.  The information from these resources will be accurate and current for all of your researching needs!  


Save the following dates :

PAP/AP Night on Monday, January 23, 2012 at 7:00 pm at Heritage High School
8th Grade Parent Night on Monday, February 6, 2012 at 6:30pm at Heritage High School

Applications are now open for Raytheon's MathMovesU Middle School Scholarship and Grant Program.

MathMovesU invites 6th, 7th and 8th grade students nationwide to answer "How does MATH put the action in your passion?" Based on a multimedia or paper submission, students will be awarded camperships of up to $1,000 or scholarships of $1,000 and their schools will receive matching grants of $1,000 to be used for math-related programs. Students must demonstrate an enthusiasm for math and the ability to illustrate the importance of math in the hobby/sport/subject/activity the student cards about most.
The application and program information can be found at: http://www.mathmovesu.com/_res/r30/pdf/MiddleSchoolApp.pdf  Submission deadline is January 18, 2012

[image: MC900366742[1]]First annual Spelling Bee at Roach Middle School.  Grade level Spelling Bees were held after school on Thursday, December 1st,  The top spellers in each grade will be going on to compete in the All School First Annual RMS Student Spelling Bee on Thursday, January 12, 2012.  

Parents Speak Up – Your ideas are important to us!
Open October 10th – December 23rd, 2011        http://www.speakup4schools.org/speakup2011/
Be a part of the conversation! Starting on Nov. 14th we will be participating in the Speak Up national research project. Speak Up is the first survey designed to help parents share their ideas directly with schools and national policymakers. As key stakeholders, Speak Up provides parents with a mechanism for expressing their views to the administrators at their child(ren)’s school and district about key issues impacting their child(ren)'s education. Since 2003, Speak Up has collected and shared the views of over 2.2 million students, teachers, and parents from all 50 states, as well as internationally. By participating in Speak Up, parents are expressing their views to a wider audience of local, state, and national policy makers as well as the business community—and contributing to the national dialog about science, technology, and preparing students for the 21st century workforce.
[image: cid:image006.png@01CC83FB.A0C61DB0]The online survey is open to students, educators and parents; it’s quick and easy to get involved.  To take the survey visit: http://www.speakup4schools.org/speakup2011/  and click the blue parents enter here button!  See attached flier for the password. 
Please check our web calendar frequently for information about school activities. http://www.friscoisd.org/ly/cal/?c=roach


Attendance – If your child is absent from school, a parent or doctor’s note must be received by the school data clerk within three school days of an absence or the absence(s) will be counted unexcused. Notes or other documentation received after three days will not be accepted. Absences of less than three consecutive days can also be excused by e-mail to Sonia Watson: WatsonS@friscoisd.org<mailto:WatsonS@friscoisd.org> . Doctor’s notes are required for absences of three days or more.

Medication policy - Please check the website for the medication policy and for health information.  You should refer to the policy to see what may be administered at school before sending any medications with your students.  Medication should be sent in the smallest container available. Tylenol and Advil have travel tubes that contain 10 doses, which is the perfect size for school for dosing and for storage space available. Call or email the school nurse with any questions.   469-633-5008

Be a fan of RMS Yearbook on Face book.  Here, your child can enter photography contests (the winning pictures will appear in the yearbook), take surveys and polls that will be used in the yearbook, find out ordering information and be the first to view photos taken by the yearbook staff that will appear in the yearbook.  It’s a one stop resource to your RMS Yearbook!

Last Chance to purchase yearbooks and be guaranteed a book!  The deadline is Jan 27th!
Yearbooks- 2011-2012 yearbooks are currently on sale!  The price is $25 for a limited time only (until January 27th).  Click on the link below to purchase a yearbook now with a credit card.  Or you can print the order form attached here, pick up an order form from the front office or posted around school to pay with check or cash.  If you choose to pick up an order form rather than order online, drop off order forms with payments in the front office yearbook drop box.  

***The price of the book will go up to $30 if we have any left to sell; you will not be guaranteed a book. And personalization cannot be added after January 27th.  Get your order in NOW!***

http://jostensyearbooks.com?REF=A01090071 

Want access to free pics of your kids??-  Jostens’ RePlay It website is a new online RMS photo album. You can view and enjoy thousands of full-color photos of Roach students and activities, taken by RMS yearbook staff, parents and students of Roach MS. Students/parents can easily submit their own photos to share. After book delivery in May, only purchasers of the 2012 Roach yearbook will gain access to this site which will include photo coverage of spring activities that aren't featured in the yearbook and additional full-color photos that helped define the 11- 12 school year from the students’ point of view. Start sharing your own special photos and stories. The best ones uploaded by you could even make it into the printed yearbook!

Yearbook needs your help!!- If you have pictures of your child’s extracurricular sports they participate in outside of school please submit your pictures to Josten’s new RePlayIt site or RMS Yearbook Facebook page.  Click on the link below then click on “find your school to register” in the upper right hand corner.  There you can upload your pictures.  Start sharing your own special photos and stories. The best ones uploaded by you could even make it into the printed yearbook!

www.RePlayIt.com     password:  roach11-12
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