PONEER BERTIGEMDDLE SHOOL - 9
PANTHER PRESS

Panther Parents and Students,

We have four six weeks down and two to go. ObMwoURKS testing is still to come, so we
have much to look forward to over the next couplmonths. Please check the front page of the
website for upcoming important information, suchTA%XS dates and cheerleading tryouts.

| want to congratulate all of our teams who maseaderful showing at the recent Future
City competition. | want to especially congratel#te team who won second place in the area.
The students who were on that team are:

Jeff Ding P == = = = = -
Parker Ray Inside this issue: Pg.
lan Macalinao

Rodolfo Zevallos 6th Grade News

7th Grade News
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If you see any of these students, please offer §fmm 8th Grade News 86
9

congratulations on a job well done! Panther Tid-Bits

Counselor, Nurse
Library & Tech
Electives 10

Todd Fouche
Principal I
Pioneer Heritage Middle School
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Science

Ready? Get set. Go! It's time for ballog
rocket races and runaway marble labs as
get fired up about force and motion. We
to play with pulleys and other simple
machines. We get to see Newton’s three
of motion in action as we build inertia h
We will also learn how to calculate the sp
and velocity of a remote controlled car, t
graph the results on a motion graph. By
end of this unit, we’ll all be Jedi masté
controlling the balanced and unbalan@e
forces around us. May the force be with yogs-.
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6th Grade News

Reading

English

$
As we end our gramma§
unit, students will begin
to witness the power of
words through poetry =
writing. We will examineéf
=

professional examples
§classic poetry and investigate how
%figurative language enhances the meanir
= of this genre. Speaking of words, Engli%
- classes will continue increasing their
~vocabulary with our weekly word list in all
classes. Atthe end of the month, you will :
- find us in the library as we begin our =
§research paper. All students will be writing
- a non-fiction article foPanther
§Geographic Magazinés always, when
§we write, we will be focusing on word
§choice and scoring points by incorporat
- “panther paws.”
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~: The seventh

- :grade students
o are
currently

identifying :

three- :

~: dimensional shapes and finding
- :their volumes. They will be able ic

¢ use their TAKS formula charts

when solving these problems.§

R i The seventh grade Pre-AP studgn
¢ are currently working with
i probability and statistics. Ask yoy
" child how graphs can be
misleading but still accurate.
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8th Grade News
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The English classes are finishing|
their study of the writer’s craft using
Shusterman’3he Dark Side of
Nowhereas an example. Using the
model studied, the students will writ¢
their own original short stories.

Another tool which has been added |t

their toolbox is lessons
adapted from Kilgallon’s
Sentence Composing for

on Sentence Variety and
Maturity lessons on

sentence composing following patte(r
famous authors use. After the studgn

write their short stories, we will begin
our research projects.

Middle School, A Worktext
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Upcoming Dates:

Monday, March 1, General Meeting, 4:00 p.m.

Friday, March 5, TASC Workshop; 6:30 a.m.

Tuesday, March 23, General Meeting, 4:00

Wednesday, April 7, General Meeting, 4:00

StuCo Sponsored DANCE Friday, April 9

We will need parents’ help before, during, andrafte dance!
Be expecting a volunteer sign-up form to be semanch.

Parent volunteers, please be sure
you have filled out the online
volunteer form on:
https://volunteer.friscoisd.org/?
AS5W_ Sess ID=d0cb016d5a884de99
bbdaf915ec2¢280 or go to the
“Parents & Students” tab on
www.friscoisd.org and click on
“volunteer form”.

More tid-bits




Please do not plan on picking your

student up early on testing days. We
will be unable to release any student TAKS TESTING DATES:
from a room where testing is still th .
taking place. 6" Grade: .

6th Math—April 27

6th Reading—April 28

7" Grade:
7th Writing—March 3
7th Math—April 27
7th Reading—April 28

sleep the evening before the test. Make e
they have a calm relaxed morning and edt@" Grade:

protein rich breakfast on test day. 8th Math—April 6

8th Reading—April 7
8th Science—April 29
8th SS—April 30

Please help your student get a good nigaPs

Students are not allowed to have a cell
phone or purse during the TAKS test.
Any student found with a cell phone
during the test will have their TAKS
cell “lllllﬂﬂ test invalidated and will face discipli-
nary action by the school.

What is TAKS and how do | help prepare my student?
TAKS stands for €xas_Assessment of kowledge and ISlls. It is a standardized test used in Texas stshto
assess students' mastery of the TEKS (Texas Ezlsknbwledge and Skills) as developed by the Td&dsca-
tion Agency. In 6th grade students are testedath\Mind Reading. 7th grade students test in MahgdiRg and
Writing. 8th grade is tested in Science, Sociad#s, Math and Reading. Students in the 8th grallbe re-
quired to pass the Reading and Math assessmerden i promote to 9th grade per the Student Sedoés-
tive (SSI) enacted by the 76th Texas LegislaturE9@9. 8th grade students will have up to threeodppities to
pass each of the reading and math tests. Pardhitsewiotified of retest dates as needed.
For more information about the TAKS test pleasé:vis
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessmentitasiklets/index.html
If your child would like to practice taking a TAKiBst, visit the following link to find online tegtr each grade
and subject tested. At the end of the test, thepeden will score it for you.
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessmentressionline/index.html More tid-bitsl
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In April and May at PHMS help Mother Earth
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This collection will start in  April and continue to
May 31st. (More details will be given to PHMS
students closer to the April start date.)

PHMS will be entered into a drawing for $1,000

ool! for every 25 phones donated.

Be green...recycle...be green...recycle...be grearcycle.
~Sponsored by PHMS Student Cou
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Bullying Prevention, Prerequisite to Success] # $%
Changing the Social Climate of the School
We must create new normsere: $ '3 !

Bullying isn’t seen as
acceptable, normal, or inevitable.
It's seen as deviant, destructive a oA
wrong.

Bystanders report. They don't g
take part/laugh

No one blames the victim

Time is given to train the staff

Victims trust bullies will be held accountable

We must practice the new “3 R’s”
Rules— Set and enforce the behavioral standards
regarding the unacceptability of bulling 1% 5% #
Rights— Every student has the right to feel safe, thgt

0

he/she belongs and has a chance to be successful % 5% #
Responsible- The entire school must be responsibl & % I

for supervision % 5% #

67 8%$8967 8%8

From Nurse Ratcliff...

"0 E T+

Pioneer Heritage Middle School will be % " 1" &% 8
sponsoring a Health Fair, Thursday
April 8" 4-7PM in the "
school gym.
The Collin County
Health Department will
be here in order for our
students to get their
Immunizations early.
Students that are delinquent on their
immunizations will not be allowed to pick uf

& "# ( % "

=

their schedules for next year school term. # # &l % % "%
If you have any questions regarding your " 0% 1 +8
child’s immunization status please let me "<
know.

Sherry Ratcliff, RN, BSN
School Nurse
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PHMS Orchestra

Congratulations to the PHMS Symphonic Varsity Osttee.
and Dr. Holt. With the assistance of the Symph@iches-
tra, Dr. Holt will be presenting two lecture demtvagons
on Differentiated Instruction at the State MiddEh8ol
Teachers’ Convention in Arlington, TX on March &nd
6™. Parent chaperones are invited to attend théosesss

- This is a wonderful opportunity for the PHMS Orcinagprogram to be showcased
Estate-wide! Congratulations Symphonic Orchestdcaan Holt!

EThe PHMS Orchestra students have been busy prgdarithe UIL Concert & Sight-
+Reading Competition at Newman Smith HS in Carrallto

. Concert Orchestracompetes on March 1 Students will assemble at PHMS at 7
Ea.m. and depart for the competition. They will weancert black (boys with white
*long sleeved shirts ).

* Symphonic Orchestracompetes on March 12 They are the last orchestra to

- compete before Spring Break for the entire didtrite believe, “they are saving the
. best orchestra for last!”

: Beginnerswill be performing at Sandy Lake on May™.&'hat is the first beginner

- competition!

EOur trip toMedieval Timesis scheduled for May 21"

« A special thank you to all who assisted in the Fadd

- Fair, the instrument try-out night, for new orchast

- students.

ESecond special thanks to the Orchestra and Chair wh
+sponsored the 09 -10 Talent Show.. It was a great

s success.
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Electives
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