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Soaring through the sky,  
The majestic Redhawks fly. 
Flashing red, silver, and black, 
No one can hold us back. 
Our hearts are filled with cour-
age, 
We cannot be discouraged. 
For Liberty we show our 
pride, 
In our spirit we reside. 

Liberty High School is now live on Twitter!  Please follow us at 
www.twitter.com/LHSRedhawks.  For information on requesting a 
tweet, please visit our website at www.fricoisd.org/schools/lhs. 

Tweet Tweet! 
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There will be a PTSA general meeting held Wednesday, February 17 at 
7:00pm in the LHS Cafeteria.  We look forward to your attendance 
and participation! 

PTSA General Meeting 

NTHS Induction Ceremony 
National Technical Honor Society is proud to announce the LHS will 
hold the first ceremony to induct the founding members of this or-
ganization.  If your student has been accepted into NTHS, we invite 
you to attend the ceremony scheduled for Wednesday, February 17th 
at 6:30pm in the LHS Auditorium.  Refreshments will be served from 
6:00pm to 6:30pm. 

Absence Reporting 
To report an absence, please call Janet Estrada at 469-633-5818 or email her at es-
tradaj@friscoisd.org.  For more information regarding absences and district policy, please see 
our website.   



Monday, January 25th, 11th graders will take a state required ELA 
TAKS field test.  The 9th & 10th graders will be taking a practice 
ELA TAKS test to prepare for the upcoming March TAKS tests.   

Seniors with their 1st & 2nd periods at LHS are not required to show 
up to school until 12:00pm.  Seniors with CTE center classes these 
periods will report to their classes.  All other seniors with off cam-
pus classes will not be required to attend, but will need to complete 
any missed class work.  Seniors taking dual credit classes will need to 
attend their usual classes.   

No student deliveries (i.e. lunches, missed homework) will be accepted 
on Monday or any other TAKS days. 

TAKS Testing 

Collin County Livestock Show 
The Collin County Junior Livestock Association is pleased to present the annual Collin County 
Livestock Show Jan. 5-9 at Myers Park.  The show includes  poultry, swine, sheep, goats and 
cattle judging, plus horticulture and shop projects from 14 Future Farmers of America (FFA) 
chapters representing schools in McKinney, Frisco, Plano, Allen and other districts throughout 
the county.   

We had five students from LHS participate and exhibit their animals or shop projects.  Sev-
eral of them made the premium sale bringing in about $4600 total. 

Results 

Taylor Miller—1st place Southdown Lamb & 3rd place Exotic Steer 

Maegan Nimmo—2nd place Southdown Lamb 

Devon McLeod—5th Market Goat & 7th place Southdown Lamb 

Preston Richardson—5th place Market Hog 

Alexandra Pernice—6th place Shop Project. 
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On January 9th, 17 Liberty High School Band students traveled to Abilene 
with the hopes of making the Texas All-State band.  They have competed 
against thousands of other students with the hopes of making the band.  
At the conclusion of the auditions, six students were named Texas All-
State Band members—one of the highest honors a high school musician can 
achieve.  Below are their names: 

To make it to this audition, students competed at the regional level audition 
(46 LHS students made the region band) and continue to the area audition 
(17 LHS students advanced).  Congratulations to all these students.! 

All-State Band Students 

On February 6th, Liberty High School will be hosting our UIL Region 
24 Solo and Ensemble contest.  Over 2000 students will descend on 
LHS and compete for the coveted “1st division” rating on individual 
solos or small ensemble.  LHS Band alone has 1000 entries!  Other 
participating schools include Wakeland, Frisco High, Centennial, Heri-
tage, Grapevine HS, Hebron, Creekview, Colleyville-Heritage, Newman 
Smith and R.L. Turner. 

Upcoming Auditions 

The Liberty High School Band will be hosting two upcoming concerts.  
The first, a chamber ensemble concert, will be held on Thursday, 
January 28th at 7pm.  This is an opportunity for our chamber 
groups competing in the solo/ensemble contest to perform for fam-
ily and friends.  Additionally, the bands will present their Mid-Winter 
Concert on Tuesday, February 9th at 7pm.  All bands will be perform-
ing a variety of concert literature.  We hope to see you there! 

Upcoming Concerts 

10th Grade: Jillian Honn– Oboe & Daniel Cheng- Bb Clarinet 

11th Grade: Manasa Rao—Eb Clarinet &  

               Max McCord—Tenor Saxophone 

12th Grade: Kelly Kasle—Bassoon & Ernesto Tovar—Horn 
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The LHS PTSA will be hosting a “Senior Parent” 
meeting on Wednesday, February 17th at 7pm in 

the LHS cafeteria.  This is the meeting to organize 
the 2011 Senior Parent Committee. 

 

Traditionally the Senior Parent Committee is 
formed to organize student activities through-
out the senior year of high school.  Some of the 

activities in the past have included a back to 
school picnic, senior bonfire and breakfast at 

graduation rehearsal.  Come help make the 2010-
2011 the best senior year yet!! 
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News from the Library  
Looking for something good to read?  Stop by the library and check out 
some of our new books.  Obtaining new books in the Liberty Library is 
an on-going event throughout the school year as new ones are written 
and published. 

 

“ H ush, Hush ”  by Becca Fitzpatrick.  High school sophomore Nora has always been very cau-

tious in her relationships, but when Patch, who has a dark side she can sense, enrolls at her 

school, she is mysteriously and strongly drawn to him, despite warnings from her best friend, the 

school counselor, and her own instincts. 

“Erak’s Ransom” by John Flanagan. The latest adventure in the Ranger ’ s Apprentice series, 

chronologically takes place after Book 4. Soon to conclude his apprenticeship and become a 

ranger, young Will joins Halt, Gilan, Horace, Evanlyn, and Svengal on a perilous mission to free 

their friend Erak, who has been captured by the Arridians and held for ransom. The vaguely Mid-

dle Eastern desert setting provides new challenges, new allies, and new foes for the Araluens 

and their Skandian friends. Bringing together many favorite characters for a grand adventure, 

this book delivers both excitement and quiet good times. 

 

“ C razy Beautiful ”  by Lauren Baratz-Logsted.  Lucius, whose arms were blown off in an explo-

sion, forms a relationship with Aurora, a young girl whose mother recently died, in hopes that 

she will be able to help free him from the stigma of being different. 

 

“ K iss Me Kill Me ”  by Lauren Henderson.  Longing to be part of the in-crowd at her exclusive 

London school, orphaned, sixteen-year-old Scarlett, a trained gymnast,  

eagerly accepts an invitation to a party whose disastrous outcome changes her life forever. 



Issue 5 ,  Jan 2010  

Academic UIL 
The Academic UIL competition season is on us and teams from Liberty have 
been attending some practice meets to get ready for the district competition to 
be held in March.   

Recently the group attended a practice meet in Princeton and brought home the 
Overall Academic Champion Trophy. 

Listed below are the teams and individuals that placed and brought home 
awards. 

 

1st place team Number Sense with team members: Henry Zhang, Ganesh Sanekommu, and Rafi 

Ayub. 

1st place team Mathematics with team members: Jonathan Baek, David Wu, and Michael Perusse. 

2nd place team Calculator with team members: Henry Zhang, David Wu, and David Jacobs. 

2nd place team science with team members: David Jacobs, Michael Perusse, and Henry Zhang. 

2nd place team social studies with team members: Henry Zhang, Nayana Ramachandra, and Kovan 

Barzani. 

Gurkan Gulati received 3rd place in Lincoln-Douglas Debate. 

Henry Zhang received 1st place 10th grade calculator, 1st place 10th grade mathematics, and 2nd 

place 10th grade number sense. 

Rafi Ayub received 1st place 9th grade mathematics and 3rd place 9th grade number sense. 

David Wu received 2nd place 12th grade mathematics and 3rd place 12th grade calculator. 

Ganesh Sanekommu received 3rd place 11th grade mathematics and 4th place 11th grade number 

sense. 

Jonathan Baek tied for 1st place 11th grade mathematics. 

Michael Perusse received 3rd place 12th grade mathematics and 4th place science. 

David Jacobs received 5th place science and Top Biology score. 

Marshall Pujiadi received 6th place 10th grade mathematics. 

Pratik Bhosale received 5th place 10th grade mathematics. 



CONGRATULATIONS REDHAWK ATHLETICS!! 
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BASEBALL 

The baseball season is fast approaching us and the boys of summer are work-
ing hard!   

On the brutally cold days we have faced,  our baseball boys have been out 
there preparing themselves for the first playoff run in Redhawk baseball 
history!!  With the field being bombarded with snow several times, Coach 
McGarrh has spent many hours getting the field in immaculate shape!   

Tryouts were held Tuesday, January 19th and the first scrimmage of the sea-
son is on February 8th vs. West Mesquite at home.   

Please welcome our new coaches, Coach Byrd & Coach Still!  Thank you for 
your support for your Redhawk Baseball players! 

BOYS SOCCER 

In Boys Soccer news: The Redhawks competed in the first round of the 
McKinney ISD tournament last night. The boys went ahead in the game 1-0 on 
a goal by Preston Tighe on a pass from Vince Koch. The boys battled North 
Garland for the rest of the game but ended up on the losing end 3-1. 
 
Come support the boys as they take on McKinney North tonight at McKinney 
Boyd High School at 8:00 PM.  
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WRESTLING 

The LHS wrestling team hosted Dallas Kimball last night on Senior night. 
 
The girls beat last years regional champion and this years favorite 27-21. Senior Brittany 
James ignited the Redhawks with a pin to start the match. Kelsey Gunia throttled her op-
ponent 15-4, while Senior Stacy Martin defeated her regionally ranked opponent 16-1. Fresh-
man Hannah Peters wrestled up a weight and romped her opponent earning another pin for 
Liberty.  
 
The boys followed suit and beat Kimball 48-38. The Lions were led by senior David Spicer 
who followed up his tournament championship at last weekends Trinity Christian Tournament 
with a pin of a tough Kimball opponent. Junior Chris Turner continued his fine season and 
pinned his opponent as well.  
 
In weekend action, in addition to Spicers victory, Senior Aaron Green earned 2nd place in 
the Trinity Christian Invitational while junior Peter Le earned 4th place. Junior Andy Lin won 
1st place in the JV tournament as did Wali Smith. 

REDHAWK GIRLS BASKETBALL 

The Redhawk Girls traveled to Denison and came home with 3 wins against the 
Yellow   Jackets.  The freshmen won 43-30 and JV won 43-31. The Varsity 
Girls got a big win with a score of 71-37.  The Redhawks had 3 girls in double 
digits - Haley Pilcher with 22, Emily Mital had 17 and Amber Fleet with 16. To-
night, the Redhawks take on Frisco Raccoons at The Nest.  

LIBERTY SWIMMING & DIVING 

The Redhawk Swimming and Diving Team competed in the "Last Chance" Invita-
tional this past Friday at the FISD Natatorium. This was the last regular sea-
son meet and an opportunity for the team to compete a final time before the 
District Meet. 14 of 20 swimmers posted personal best times. The team set 
themselves up for a great District Meet. The District Champs will be held at 
our Natatorium on First Street, Saturday, January 30th at 11am. Diving compe-
tition will be Thursday, January 28th at 5 pm. Come out and support your 
Redhawks!  
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 Pernie Fallon—”Pernie is such a dedicated teacher.  She goes above and beyond, heading up several extracur-
ricular clubs, and always does so with such a great disposition.  She is a joy to work with and shines the light 
of a righteous Redhawk throughout the whole department.” 

 Brandy Hoskins—”What a shining face to see in the office every day!  Brandy has been a great addition to 
our staff this year.  Always helpful, and always with a smile  Truly a righteous Redhawk. 

 Cedric Chapple—”Cedric has weathered changes in the classroom without one single complaint– he maintains a 
GREAT attitude and has adjusted to each change by helping the students as well as adults.  He is soooooooo 
valuable to have in the life skills classroom and he is very knowledgeable about the students in the classroom 
as well.  He is a wonderful asset!  Don’t know what we would do without him. 

 Ashleigh Ruzicka—”Ashleigh went in to cover a class for us, and she did it with a smile.  She can always be 
counted on to come through and to do so with a great attitude.  Thank you, Ashleigh! 

 Cheri Sapp—”Cheri is the FORM QUEEN!  Over the years, Cheri has developed many forms for our depart-
ment.  She recently developed one very quickly to help our team prepare for an ARD happening the next day.  
It really isn’t the FORM so much as the willingness to help when needed.  She also developed a planning day 
for our staff that helped the team collaborate in order to write meaningful IEP goals, improve ARD paper-
work and disseminate data to help our students.  Cheri is an awesome teacher as well—her co-teaching is 
raising our standards for classroom performance!” 

 Mary North—”We had numerous tests to modify and Mary did a TOTI and helped us modify many of our tests 
for students in elective classes!  The SPED department really appreciates her help!!  She deserves special 
recognition for helping us get out of a crunch!! 

 Dina Baalbaki—”Dina is one of the hardest working, most dedicated teachers I know!  She puts in COUNTLESS 
hours grading, planning, and tutoring in the valiant effort to be an outstanding teacher.  I admire her.  Dina, 
your students are truly fortunate to have you for a teacher.  Your love for them *and* your love of the 
French language is inspiring. 

 Dr. John Burdett—”Anyone who can so patiently put up with nit-picky requests and lots of emails regarding a 
certain ISM Showcase is a Righteous Redhawk! :-).  Thanks for all your support and help in making the Show-
case such a success, and for doing it with a great attitude.  This year’s Showcase was the best one yet, and 
that’s because it was held at Liberty!  Go Redhawks! :) 

 Dr. Mike Waldrip—”Thank you so much for your continued support of ISM.  Thank you, too, for your presence 
at our Showcase.  A number of the parents and students mentioned your presence there and how much they 
appreciate your seen and unseen support of such an outstanding program.  Thanks also for all the running 
you did that night—letting kids through the gate, unlocking classrooms, running after paper plates, etc.  You 
lead by example, and you are admired for that. 

 Mary North—”Mary, Thank you so much for all your help with this RR program!  I could not EVEN begin to do it 
this year without your help in keeping track of all the nominations and making sure the students ones get 
delivered.  You are appreciated! 
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Happy New Year! 

From Liberty High! 
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