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What Was the Goal of 
Standards for Success?
n To identify the knowledge and skills 

necessary for success in entry-level 
university courses and to state these 
findings in a way that would allow high 
school instruction and testing to be 
aligned better with college success

n To analyze state high school 
assessments to determine how well they 
align with the knowledge and skill 
necessary for college success



3

A Starting Point for Better High School-
College Alignment

n The first step in achieving better high school-
college alignment is clearer understanding of 
knowledge and skills for university success

n Standards for Success developed a 
comprehensive set of statements derived from 
content of entry-level university courses and 
their instructors’ expectations

n These standards have been licensed to the 
College Board as a foundational element for 
use in the development of of the PSAT, SAT, 
and AP exams, and the SpringBoard program
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Strengthening Connections 
between High School and College

n Clarifying expectations improves 
alignment

n By clarifying expectations, Standards for 
Success helps open the door to better 
communication between high school and 
college

n Both high schools and colleges need to 
make changes to help more students 
make successful transitions that result in 
increased college success
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Structure of Standards for 
Success

n Three-year national study sponsored by the 
Association of American Universities
n Conducted by Center for Educational Policy 

Research, University of Oregon with assistance from 
the Stanford Institute for Higher Education Research

n Sponsored and funded by the Association of 
American Universities, 17 member institutions, 
and The Pew Charitable Trusts
n Endorsed by an additional 11 AAU institutions
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Sponsoring Institutions

n University of California, 
Berkeley

n Harvard University

n Indiana University

n University of Illinois

n University of Iowa

n Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology

n University of Michigan

n University of Minnesota

n University of Missouri 

n University of Nebraska

n New York University

n University of Oregon

n Pennsylvania State 
University

n Rice University

n Rutgers University

n University of Wisconsin
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Endorsing Institutions
n Carnegie Mellon 

University

n Case Western Reserve 
University

n Duke University

n Iowa State University

n University of California, 
Irvine

n University of California, 
Los Angeles

n University of North 
Carolina

n University of Maryland

n Stanford University

n University of Virginia

n Washington University in 
St. Louis
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Key Project Activities

n Develop a statement of “Knowledge and Skills for 
University Success”
n Conduct a “National Conversation” at nine participating AAU 

institutions

n Send the booklet, Understanding University Success, to every U.S. 
high school

n Create a databank of actual examples of course requirements and 
student work from entry-level courses at AAU universities

n Analyze 66 state high school assessments for their 
alignment with the Knowledge and Skills for University 
Success
n Goal: To determine if state tests are providing useful information to 

students, teachers, and others regarding college readiness 



9

Timeline of Key 
Project Activities

n Three-year grant: April, 2000- October, 2003

n January, 2001- Fall 2002: 9 National Conversation meetings at 
universities nationally

n Spring, 2003: CD-ROM and brochure sent to all U.S. public high 
schools:

n October 23, 2003: Analysis of state high school assessments 
released

n Subsequent activities

n September, 2003: Standards for Success licensed by the College 
Board

n April, 2005: College Knowledge published by David Conley
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Standards for Success Methodology 
Summary

n Modified Delphi method
n Repeated reviews by comparable groups combined with expert 

analyses at key points
• Nine campus-based National Conversation meetings

• Findings from each meeting synthesized and reviewed by meeting participants

n Document analysis of course outlines, assignments, student 
work samples to validate National Conversation results

n Review by Mid-Continent Research for Education and 
Learning (McREL)

n Final review by Content Review Panel composed of 
professors with disciplinary expertise and interest in and 
experience with educational standards

n Subsequent comments by state high school assessment 
raters on utility, clarity of KSUS standards
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What Are The Standards?
n Six content areas
n English
n Math
n Natural Sciences
n Social Sciences
n Second Languages
n The Arts

n Each area has two types of standards
n Foundational Skills
n Academic Content Standards
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Foundational Skills
n Habits of mind that enable students to succeed 

in college and to get more out of their college 
education
n Inquisitiveness
n Risk-taking, accepting feedback, learning from 

mistakes
n Critical and analytic thinking
n Draw inferences, reach conclusions based on an 

evaluation of sources and their assumptions
n Support an opinion with a logical argument
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Knowledge Standards
n Each standard has three levels of detail:

n Standard
• Objective

• Criteria

n Example: English
1. Reading & Comprehension

C. Understand the defining characteristics of texts and recognize a 
variety of literary forms and genres

C.1. Comprehend the salient characteristics of major types and genres 
of texts

C.2. Understand the formal constraints of different types of texts
C.3. Discuss with understanding the effects of an author’s style and use 

of literary devices to influence the reader and evoke emotions
C.4. Identify archetypes which appear across a variety of types of 

literature…
...C.7
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Overview of English and Math 
Content Standards
Overview of English and Math 
Content Standards
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English Standards & Objectives

Standards:
1. Reading & Comprehension
2. Writing
3. Research Skills
4. Critical Thinking Skills
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Mathematics Standards & 
Objectives

Standards:
1. Computation
2. Algebra
3. Trigonometry
4. Geometry
5. Mathematical Reasoning
6. Statistics
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Findings from Analysis of State 
High School Assessments

n 66 exams from 20 states were 
analyzed 
n States for which tests were analyzed 

include Colorado, Connecticut, Illinois, 
Kentucky, Maine, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, 
Missouri, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas, 
Utah, Virginia, Washington, Wyoming 
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State High School Assessment 
Analysis

SUMMARY OF STATE RATINGS: ENGLISH 
     Level: A B C 
Overall State Ratings 3 18 14 
State Ratings by KSUS Standard:     

 Reading/Comprehension 12 13 10 

 Writing 5 8 22 

 Critical Thinking 4 12 19 

 Research Skills N/R N/R N/R 
 

SUMMARY OF STATE RATINGS: MATHEMATICS 
      Level: A B C 
Overall State Ratings 0 29 2 

State Ratings by KSUS Standard:     
 Computation 5 12 14 

 Algebra 0 19 12 
 Math Reasoning 1 22 8 

Geometry 0 25 6 

Trigonometry N/R N/R N/R 

Statistics N/R N/R N/R 
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Analysis of Oregon 
Assessments

 
Subject 
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Oreg on Statewide Assessm ent 
(Certificate o f Initial  Master y, CI M) B C  C B B 

Oreg on Statewide Assessm ent 
(Certificate o f Initial  Master y, CI M) B C  C B B 

Oreg on Statewide Assessm ent 
(Certificate o f Initial  Master y, CI M) B C  C B B 

Oreg on Statewide Assessm ent 
(Certificate o f Initial  Master y, CI M  
Proble m Solv ing  

A     

Math  

Ma th & Probl em Solving Overall  B     
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Oregon Stat ewide As sessment 
(Certificate o f Initial  Mas tery, 
CIM)  
Re ading  and Li tera ture  

C A C C 

Oregon Stat ewide As sessment 
(Certificate o f Initial  Mas tery, 
CIM)  
Re ading  and Li tera ture  

C A C C 

Oregon Stat ewide As sessment 
(Certificate o f Initial  Mas tery, 
CIM) Reading and Li terature  

C A C C 

Oregon Stat ewide As sessment 
(Certificate o f Initial  Mas tery, 
CIM) Writing   

A    

English  

Re ading/Li tera ture & W riting 
Overall  B    

 

 



21

Conclusions

n Most tests neglect or address at a low cognitive level 
many areas considered necessary for college success, 
particularly critical thinking, research skills, higher 
mathematics, and quantitative reasoning

n State testing programs were never designed to align with 
college admissions standards

n High school students and teachers are expending 
considerable time and energy preparing for tests that 
may or may not be consistent with the skills needed to 
succeed at the university level
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Alignment and Challenge Audit
n Purpose: Analyze high school course 

content assignments, and student work in 
relation to KSUS standards to determine 
if challenge level is appropriate to 
prepare students for college success

n Conducted by Center for Educational 
Policy Research on high schools 
nationwide
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For More Information or for a 
Copy of this Presentation:

n Contact:
n David T. Conley

Center for Educational Policy Research
541-346-6153
david_conley@s4s.org


