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“Sparkling Minds, Sparkling Attitudes, and Sparkling Futures”
www.friscoisd.org/sparks

August 23, 2010

Hope everyone had a great summer and students had a positive first day of 2010!  We are very excited about our school year which seemed to arrive in a blink of an eye. This year we will begin the year with approximately 750 students and we are NOT the Frisco School with the largest enrollment, which is amazing!  Again, this year we will be communicating electronically with everything we can.  Thursday Folders will now be an eFolder on our website and even some homework will be sent electronically. Please remember to update your email address, with the teacher and the front office, if it changes throughout the year. 

This is a fantastic staff of dedicated educators with the biggest hearts in Texas. They are the reason, along with our great students and supportive parents, we received an Exemplary Rating from the state of Texas.  Not only is Sparks Exemplary but also the Frisco school district.  We are the largest school district in Texas to receive this rating without any exemptions from the state. Thank you for your support with the staff and especially your children. 

This year the elementary grading and report cards will experience a few changes.  Mr. Wiley and I will schedule a couple meetings to present and explain the changes being made.  Please try to attend and if you can’t we’ll send something home via your child’s teacher. 

We have an amazing PTA at Sparks.  Please, if you didn’t Friday night, join the PTA and offer your time to help when it is possible for you and your schedule. Our PTA members have already been hard at work with preparation for our fundraiser, PTA programs and student programs monetarily supported by PTA!  We’d love to have everyone join PTA. 

We are still following the state guidelines regarding allowable foods at school.  Here are the main guidelines we are required to follow: 	
· Campus and PTA organizations may not sell any food product at any time during the school day.
· Parents can bring lunch food items for their child ONLY, food items may not be shared with other students. Cupcakes or other birthday treats must be left in the office.  Teachers will pick up the treats, after lunch and distribute to the class as time permits.  Treats cannot be distributed during lunch. It is “strongly preferred baked items be purchased and not home baked in order to ensure they are prepared in an environment with a Certified Food Handler.”
· If a student has allergies we must have a signed allergy form from a doctor.  

  During lunch, please sit at a guest table with your child only. Some grades/teachers assign tables or seats and when visitors are seated at the table it causes confusion.  Sitting at the guest table with your child guarantees, if we have a child nutrition inspection, that outside lunch is only being shared with your child and it also gives you quality visitation time with your child. Please do not take siblings to recess with your child’s class so that teachers can monitor their class and no one will be unnecessarily hurt.  

Visitors to the building must enter through the single office door on the south of the building near the marquee. First time visitors will be asked for the license in order for it to be scanned through the Raptor system. This does take a few minutes so please plan your time accordingly. Those scanned last year do not have to scan again this year. This enables the Raptor Technology to check the national database for registered sex offenders. 

Across the country this tool, Raptor, has allowed predators to be caught who were trying to enter schools such as a vendor, repairman, etc. If someone is identified as a sex offender, several parties are immediately notified and the information is verified quickly so that the campus can handle the situation appropriately. District personnel continue to look for ways to assist us in keeping your children safe and we feel this is one more layer in that effort. 

All parents and volunteers will still need to obtain the annual background check.
As a reminder, please complete the Volunteer Background Form, if you haven’t done so this school year.  This is separate from the Raptor system. All school volunteers are requested to have a background check. (Background checks from other organizations or businesses are not accepted.) This is another way of ensuring the safety of our children.  We want all our parents to find a way to volunteer in our school and strongly encourage the completion of the background check. Your help is always appreciated.  This year the background checks are to be completed electronically.  They can be accessed from FriscoISD Home page under Back to School, Student Forms, Community and Service Volunteer Form. 

Mr. Wiley has updated the arrival and dismissal information on the Sparks website.  Please review this information in order to help us keep arrival and dismissal safe and efficient. Please remember the law about cell phones in a school zone which also includes the car line!


You may now register yourself in the Sparks PTO Manager Volunteer/Directory system at www.mysparkspta.ptomanager.com. You will receive emails and reminders regarding upcoming PTA and school events, as well as volunteer opportunities you are interested in. Your registration is the only way to ensure you are included in the Sparks PTA Directory.  The information is password-protected and the site is secure.   The information is only available to authorized members of our PTA.    
 

 
No parking, idling, or waiting signs have been posted along the south side of Angel Falls by the city.  Tickets can be issued. Please do not make U-turns on Angel Falls. Be sure you have a sign (paper plate) labeled with the riders name, grade, and teacher in your front window on the passenger side. Please remain in your car during dismissal and a staff member will get your child to your car.  Do not come to the school doors or office and ask for a child because this slows down the dismissal procedure.  Give us a week or so and we will have morning and afternoon procedures moving as quickly as we can.  Our number one goal as always is safety of our students so these procedures are in place with this in mind.  Thanks for your patience! 

Along with your support we have a very strong school family and we all want the best for our children.  We look forward to another successful school year.  Mr. Wiley and I, along with the staff, are dedicated to you and your children and appreciate your constant support.  Thank you for being the best parents ever and thank you for your care and dedication to our school, the staff and children! 



Marilee McMichael
Principal
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