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Wanted:

Your ideas, your stories,
your photos! Please send

us your news so we can
share it with everyone!

C 3
Clip art licensed from Clip Art Gallery o
DiscoverySchool.com

All around the state, students and teachers arefreparing, and sometimes stre
ing, about upcoming state assessments. In preyears, students have taken the

marks the first year of a new state assessmen§ttte of Texas Assessments of
Academic Readiness or STAAR test.

This is not the first change to our state assessrefexas, we have seen testing
evolve from TABS, TEAMS, TAAS, TAKS to STAAR. Witkach change, educa-
tors refine their practice to ensure that standard$eing mastered in the class-
room.

Many parents wonder why the change is necessarpi@ndhis test is different. Th
STAAR test is designed to increase the level afidinig required of students. The

The Riddle Readeis a
Publication of the
Riddle PTA
Laura Blackbourn, President
PTABlackbourn@yahoo.com

Teressa Pavich, Newsletter Cha
PavichT @friscoisd.org

Kelly Stoker, Newsletter Chair
StokerK@friscoisd.org
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increased rigor of this test, while new, is sonmghio be celebrated. Our students
prepare them for future academic readiness.
Regardless of the name we give our state assesdriddie Elementary has one

l'test. Our teachers do an excellent job of teacthiagurriculum, NOT teaching to
the test, so that when students are assessedxbely Riddle Elementary is a

school that believes students will flourish ones@ssessments if we focus on goo|
solid instruction.

reassure your child that they are ready for theé ktegould hate for any child to feel
stress or anxiety about an assessment designedbtedhools, not students, ac-
countable. The confidence we place in our childitedlents is exactly what they
need in order to believe in themselves.

| have no doubt that our students will continushime as the look of state assess
ments changes this year. The support of our par@stsuction of our teachers, an
hard work of our students is what makes Riddleusgeassful!

Hugs and Fishes,
Jina Eksaengsri

Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills or TAKSS. fehe 2011-12 school yeay

and teachers are raising the bar for student expecs in each grade level to bettgr

constant—our students are well prepared to show thilest know on the day of the|

This spring, as our students gear up for statesassmts, please take a moment tr
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Mar. 29 30 31
Positive Proof
Program
2 3 4 5 6 7
NO SCHOOL
Bad Weather
Make-Up Day
9 10 11 12 13 14
School Board Mtg Librarian’s Day Chick-Fil-A Spring Picture Day PTA Fun Run
7:30 p.m. PTA Board Mtg. Spirit Night
6:30 p.m.
Kindergarten Round-Up
16 17 18 19Environmental Day | 20 21
KN-2nd Grade Volunteer Breakfast
PTA Mtg. 6:30 p.m.  after GMR
Kindergarten Third Grade
Performance Performance
Volunteer Appreciation Week
23 24 25 26 27 28
STAAR Testing STAAR Testing STAAR Testing
3rd, 4th Grade Math 3rd, 4th Grade Reading 5th Grade Science
No Visitors - STAAR Testing
30 May 1 2 3 4 5
NO SCHOOL Field Day Field Day
Staff K-2nd Grade 3rd-5th Grades
Development Day
7 8 9 10 11 12
Nurse’s Day Scholarship
Chick-Fil-A Night
Spirit Night
Staff Appreciation Week |
14 15 16 17 18 19
School Board Mtg Muffins with Mom
7:30 p.m. 7:20 a.m.
Talent Show Prac-
tice 3:00-5:00 p.m. Talent Show Practice 3:00-5:00 p.m. |
21 22 23 24 25 26
Talent Show PTA Council Mtg. Talent Show NO SCHOOL
Practice 10:00 a.m. 6:30 p.m Bad Weather
3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Talent Show Make-Up Day
6:30 p.m.
28 29 30 31 Jun. 1 2
NO SCHOOL End of Year Last Day of School
Memorial Day Class Parties

Summer Break! See you in August!

All dates are subject to change. Check out the Rédaebsite for the most up to date information.

PTA 5% 6" ( .|/ 7 %8 "

5




61#,08 9#

& +19 : You can view the Riddle Reader online anytime:on
. the Riddle home page. Visit

Derek Leary, http://www.friscoisd.org/schools/elementary/riddie/
Assistant Principal The pictures look great in color, too!

One of the most important components of a greaiadh the partnership between the school persppaetnts, and
community. Each member of this team is responsih&mllaborate with one another in order for dbitdren to be
successful. This collaborative approach betweskesiblders is one of the exceptional strengthsave lat Riddle.

Children need expectations and boundaries to gbiledevelopment. Established classroom
routines and a consistent daily schedule allowdegil to organize materials and receive qualiz
instruction. These routines and structure helpefos dynamic learning environment where cli® g

dren feel safe to explore and receive praise far fyositive contributions. -
> |

At home, it is also important to provide routinédy family has incorporated “tech time” into = =7
- [ |

our evenings. Each family member is allowed timsurf the web or peruse social media for &
designated amount of time and then we take oursébféthe grid.” The technology that is in-
tended to “connect” our families, at times, hasadjust the opposite. This new structure has
allowed our family to reconnect with one anothengy by putting our devices down.

It is my hope that we allow our children to be dhéin. It seems like just a short while ago thatwife and | sat at
our daughter’s t-ball games. Less than a year from, we will be planning her four-year curriculdrack for high
school. At Riddle, we are a family of respectfudividuals, dedicated to dreaming, learning, anulaing. Please
take a moment to ask your child about their degchbol and come have lunch in the cafeteria. Vyeesate your
willingness to be an advocate for your child angédigou will continue to be an active member of szirool commu-
nity.

PTH 5" 6" « .1/ 7 %8 " 5 "
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Brooke Rushing - ASN

R.N., B.S.N., School Nurse National Association of School Nurses

Norse (7 Notes

Ah, Spring! Time for warmer weather, spring showbeesautiful flowers, and all of the pollen that aswith it! Many
in North Texas suffer from seasonal allergies,udilg our students. While allergies are not conmsdean iliness to
stay home with, having allergies can make studmigerable and not able to do their best. If youdsnt is one of

those affected by seasonal allergies, here are beiptul tips to limit his/her suffering:

Limit outdoor activities when the pollen counts Hre highest (early morning for springtime treelgms; after-
noon and early evening for summer grasses; middleeaday for fall ragweed)

Take a daily bath at bedtime to wash allergensfdffair and prevent nighttime allergy problems

Keep windows closed in the car and home to avoligip®from coming in

Keep pets out of sleeping areas (again, to avgjhttiine allergy problems)

Wash all bedding in HOT water every 7-14 days ffetlanimals can be placed in the dryer on flufkéep

dust from accumulating

If symptoms continue, work with your doctor to deyea treatment regimen that may help control spmgst While
allergy medications may not eliminate the allergieey may make the symptoms bearable. If any raéidits need to
be given during school hours, please come see e idlinic — all medications (even over-the-coumedications)

must be covered by a doctor’s order and adminidteu of the clinic.

HAPPY SPRING!

PTA 5" 6" (. 798 " 5"
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Julie Wright,
Guidance Counselor

Keeping Our Kids Safe
Listening to the news or reading the newspapebean
frightening at times. It makes us think about what
can do to protect our own children. On Januaf$; tHe
Dallas Morning Newsan an editorial in which a prose|
cutor reported the information he learned abouwatailfy
from the back of their car. He was only behindThae
hoe for 60 seconds, but was able to attain enaufgh-i
mation to come up with the following scenario that
child predator could use if he came to school.

“Your mother wrecked the Tahoe. Grant is
badly hurt, and your mom is riding to the hospitathe
ambulance with him. She asked me to come piclaya
and take you to the hospital, and she told me naind
you not to forget your flute."

What he saw on the back window of the car was @audtt
flute, the name of the school and the child’s naseng
with a cutout of a boy doing a karate kick andrfase.
It's pretty scary to think that all of this infortian was
freely given to a potential predator. The sameln
said for signs that can be put up in our yards. li¥éeto
support our schools and organizations, but do o t&t
think about what information we are actually giviag
the public? Pedophiles are less likely to takaillic
whose parents have protected their private infaonat
Think about what private information you may bersha
ing to a child predator. Let's keep our childraifies
(TMI for Creepsoy Ada Brown)

Parent Workshops for 2012-13
Start thinking about what parent workshops topms y

would like to see offered during our next schodtyeln
May, | will be sending out a survey to gather ihier-
mation. | am also interested in finding out whiaet
you like for us to hold meetings. This year, Benah
Elementary held their meetings at 11:30 a.m. AldR,
we held our meetings at 6:30 p.m. We alternated-in
der to meet the needs of parents who work duriag th
day.

—

I

1

STAAR Testing

State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readingss

(STAAR) is replacing TAKS this year for state tes
ing. The Texas Education Agency is still finalgin
all of the testing formats. | have listed the remmay
testing dates for each grade level. Please make §
not to make any travel plans or doctor’s appointis
for these dates. | have also included the website
parents to keep updated as information becomes
available for the STAAR test.

April 24: 3rd and 4th Grade STAAR Math
April 25: 3rd and 4th Grade STAAR Reading
April 26: 5th Grade STAAR Science

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/{st

§

Mrs. Wright
Guidance Counselor
wrightj@friscoisd.org
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During the third nine weeks, our students haverhady different musical opportunities and experiesnd€indergarten
J: will be performing "Getting Down with Mother Gooset Thursday, April 19 following the PTA meeting at 6:30
J: p.m., and we will conclude the year with a compas$edy on Camille Saint-Saens aflde Carnival of the Animals.

J: First graders have been experiencing different tanpreating rhythm patterns, and learning abautristruments of
J: the orchestra. We us&eter and the Wolly Sergei Prokofiev to introduce musical themesraedgnize the sounds
different instruments.

SOGGGGGGLGLGG4Y

J: Our awesome second graders gave a magnificentrpeniwe on February 16 They performed the music&eussica

and concluded the unit by learning about Theodasé&band creating Dr. Seuss-inspired poems. We willtbedyear
reinforcing musical concepts on the Orff instrunsemging the xylophone, metallophone, and glockehspi

J: We have been drumming in third grade! All studeare continuing their musical experience by leayndo make mu-

J: sic in an ensemble. We have also focused on rgautites from the treble clef and playing the Qnfftituments.
Fourth graders have practiced improvising in C atemtic. They created their own melodies and coepasteresting J:
music. They worked hard and did a magnificent job!

J: On March 7, the fifth graders traveled to the Eisemann Ceint&ichardson to hear the Plano Symphony Orchestrgz
perform. They had a wonderful time listeningltoe Magic of Meter.They heard a variety of pieces, frarhe Star
J7 Spangled Banneo The Symphonic Suifeom Harry Potter. They have also been busy creating and recofyitigigs
for their pop art projects in Mrs. Nolte's art dasWe are learning new songs on the Orff instrumand are still work
J: ing on recorders. Congratulations to all the stiisl@vho chose to continue their music educatiamioidle school!

v [y )

Jz Dates to remember

&

Apri Ki J:
pril 19th: Kindergarten Performance J:
&

Music Websites
classicsforkids.com

NRARNRRRNNNNNN38383B3RNNNNNN838II8143434383
> # 8 0 ?2 s Y

Sondra Moore, Computer Aide
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| hope everyone enjoyed Open House and seeingcyildren’s wonderful work they created through '
the year! | especially hope you enjoyed their P@®e@tt presentations. They put together everythiey t
learned this year into one amazing piece of work.

Since the beginning of the year, the students bae® exploring many programs on the computer. Kguatéen, first grade, and
second grade began working in MS Word and PowetPbivey really enjoyed being able to combine teithyictures they drew,
as well as with clip-art.

Third, fourth, and fifth graders have been workindPowerPoint and Google Apps. This gave thenofiortunity to go above afjd
beyond lessons | had planned for them, and theg alele to create their very own presentations aliteorts of effects and anim3
tion. They truly enjoyed the freedom to expressibelves. It was great to see them design such winhdéde shows. Google
@ Docs for students is new to the district this ye&o much of our future work will be in Google Dodsis great
i( for collaboration.

- Before moving into Publisher to create books albloeir vacations and summertime, third, fourth, fifid graders
_— will be working in MS Excel. | am excited to sé® tstudents grow in their computer skills and coargito want
to learn more!

PTA 5" 6" (. 798 " 5"
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Greg Hatt and
Allison Sms, ¢
Physical Educati ons

‘What is all the excitement in the gym, you
:ask? Each grade level i “Running ACross
I Texes' for Riddle s Raceto the Oklahoma
: Border. SO, put on your running Shoes and
: come put in some mileage out oNn the field
: during the month of April.

 second and third week of April, students in
ki ndergarten through second grade will be
: parti cipatingin parachute games.

The entire school will also be preparing for
:Field Day. This year there will be two days
* for Field Day. Kindergarten through secong

: Field Day the best ever.
: After Spring Break, fifth graders began &

:tici pation Was earned
: plast!

: Coach Hatt and Coach Sims have imple-
: mented areward program for students that
: perform above and beyond. If you see your
: child wearing colorful feet on their shoe-
tlaces, it is because he or

tjobinthe gym.

: Students in third, fourth, and fiftn grades fin-
tished up the Fitness Gram Test, and each Stu-
: dent took a progress report home. During the

: grade will participate on Thursday, May 37,
: and third through fifth grades will participate :
: on Friday, May A" PTA wewill be looking *
* for parent volunteers to help make this year's:

: March Madness basketball tournament. Par-

rs: ulptures. Thisis o
: WaYS S0 nice when th

che followed direc-
‘ tions, was agreat helper, of did an awesome :

Yeeoe
eee
cee
cee
ceee
®eee
"""""""
soee
eeee
cee
cee
oo
oo

--------------------

;'Zheresa Nolte,
+ Art Educator

: Greetin
: 2reetings from the
; having a greey timeart

ar
: tists and art mediums

that depict a“dtill life” js a pi
sagro apiece of
We had fun drgm_ur? Of items that di naofttvr\r/](())rk
73 Ve

: bowls. I think they had

: In with scenteg Mmarkers

| assw
g are, and various

earning that arti
. i ar P
: thework of Charlesfferent places, isis find in-

: Infourth grag
traitsin e, we createqd .

: listed fnf.-?i Ztnyle of G"Usepp;/eAr)r/ vibrant por-  :
! portraits s and vegetables an cimboldo. we
£ looked so oo thtlist. Port 'en created our
: edlthy and defigiougy S '

: Fifth grade has final|

finished their Pop Art
&S such along and tre-

hem. Ho
ey co yItisal-

. sasen :
£ asense of accomplishmen;. o 2 el
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Kidd‘c Reads

Stephanie Kinsella & Kathy
Killinger, Library

Riddle Readers';’ Books!
We want to send a huge “thank you” to all of theaifees that donated money to the library during sbeing Scholastic Book Fair,
The money was used to purchase new books for thidRiibrary. We appreciate all of the support] are can’t wait to share all
of the amazing new books! They will definitely tgad. Our Riddle students, parents, and teaclases ¢hecked out a staggering
50,000 books this school year (as of March 9)nlest books checked out in any of the Frisco ISnelatary schools!

The library has been the place to be! Kindergastadents have learned about three authors/ilbesgancluding Eric Carle, Dr.
Seuss, and Denise Fleming. The first graderséebabout Leo Lionni and his books, and they alsopieted a research unit
over various ocean animals. Second grade resehfofest animals in the library using books, dasaisaand encyclopedias.
They also learned about citing sources and creatiniliography. Third grade researched famousrntors using databases and]
books, and learned about taking notes and plagia®® much great learning!

Frisco ISD elementary students have access toduglty paid databases for help with research amdeéwork. Databases are
collections of fact-checked information, organifZedeffective searching. For home access, typavitte addresses below:

EBSCO Searchasaurus and KidSearchmagazines, encyclopedia articles, and picture aeshi
EBSCOhost Web:encyclopedias, magazines, newspapers, and schodadyrces
search.ebscohost.com
User ID: riddle
Password: student

World Book: atlas and encyclopedia access
worldbookonline.com
User ID: friscoisd
Password: frisco

Teaching Books:engaging author programs and book resources fagal
teachingbooks.net
Password: friscotx

Tumblebooks: an animated collection of online books, puzzles, @umizzes
tumblebooklibrary.com
Username: friscoisd
Password: books

Note: Logins and passwords are case sensitive.

We welcome all moms, dads, and preschoolers te@ummunity preschool story time every Wednesday@Q 8.m. in the Riddle
library. We read, talk, have fun, and check ouwikso Spread the word to your neighbors and friewitis preschoolers so that we
can welcome even more kids! We can also open papeounts to anyone interested, as we welconpagdints to utilize our
library to supplement your home libraries.

Check out our library blog for some new book idaad reviews at riddlereads.blogspot.com

Happy Reading,
Stephanie and Kathy

Clip art licensed from Clip Art Gallery on
DiscoverySchool.com
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Kimberly Kirkley, Amy %,
LeBrun, Julie Locke, Susaf,
Shannon, Kristine Fallwells’

Allison Rosen, Claire Digg |
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It seems like this year is flying by, and we argihg so
much fun in kindergarten! During the Daily 4 (lidey
centers), we have been working on beginning/middle
ending sounds, rhyming words, story sequencindyt sig
word building, and recognition.

The growth in guided reading and writing has baeaz
ing. Our students have learned to write multipheg
stories and “How To” books. It's great to actudiar
the students identify with the story elements.

Math has been spent learning our numbers 1 tor2Phg
ing positional words, sequencing events, and proble
solving. In science, we have learned about progeedf
water, soil, color mixing, farm animals, and ovipas
animals. Students are always so eager to exphate a
observe.

Our kindergarteners also had a blast learning afnaut
They even enjoyed a visit to the fire station!

As always, we look forward to working with your Ehi
dren and finishing the rest of the year full of igxment!

community and community helpers for Social Studieq.

Ashley Langle, Hollie Riley,
Julie Briggs, Kate Crozier,
Sheri Finn, Melissa Snell,
Kailey Dautrich

# C #

It has been a very fast nine weeks here in firstigrat Riddle! |
is hard to believe that it is already springtimiie students hay
been working hard on academics and it really shoWe are allj
amazed at what great writers and readers ounjfiesters are
becoming. Thanks so much for having your child reegery
night. Please have your child continue reading theided read
ing books; the more fluent they are, the betteeyrhave workegl
so hard to master the concepts we are teachingsirgfade.

11

In math, we have learned to sort and identify thdimeensional
geometric figures. Students learned high levebbotary wordsg
like vertices, edges, corners, faces, and sidad!y@&u know that
we are surrounded by two- and three-dimensionaais? We
also mastered skip counting by twos, fives, and.taive all
agree that skip counting makes counting quickerraacke

fun! We learned how to tell time to the hour amdf hour and tc
count like coins. Lastly, every day we are leagrtim solve word
problems using different strategies. These wilubeful later
when students get into the higher grade levels.

In English Language Arts and Reading (ELAR), weehapent
time learning parts of speech and contractions. hale learned
several new reading strategies in Reader’'s Workshojuding
how to synthesize information and infer answersuoquestiong
which helps our comprehension.

In Writer's Workshop, we have been working on “htmibooks
making writing into books, and emulating authofhe students
continue to love the workshop and the writing pssce

We have learned about rocks and natural sourcesitef in sci-
ence. Our six-week ocean unit was fun and exditiWg learned
S0 many neat things about the ocean, includingliffierent

ocean zones, the food chain, and how ocean animalplants
for shelter. The camouflage fish was a favoritgjgut for all the|
first grade students.

Open House was very exciting! The students arayswhrilled
to have their parents come in and see their wodk'simow off”
their school.

We are looking forward to continuing to learn amdvg together
in first grade. There are still so many fun anditixg things
ahead!

Thank you to all of the parents and volunteers atrtinually
support us. We truly appreciate all that you dbetp your child}
be successful!

5" 6" (
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Heather Blake, Jenny Hong, Tammie Texada, Laurimai@ack,
Mandy Townsend, Jana Pope, Rachelle LeBlanc

Second graders are continuing to expand their kedgd base and schema with wonderful things! Itle&s especially exciting
these past nine weeks to synthesize and integrag Bkills that we have learned throughout the yeareate our own new prod
ucts!

In Reader’s Workshop, we brought the dream teareading strategies together to synthesize ourilegriVe
found that as we learned new information, our timglchanged. We synthesized a well-known fairytddeut
The Three Little Piggto a new story by integrating new informatioarfr our learning. In social studies, we
became super researchers and delved into booksrding articles to learn about famous African Aroaris.
We also synthesized our existing knowledge withrtée information to create a report. We had fistavering
how the thirteen original colonies grew “from seashining sea” into the 50 nifty United States ofhé¥ica!

We continued to employ our research and syntheshiils in our animal research project in scienéée began the third nine
weeks in science by exploring the different kinéifooests in the world. Our learning culminatecdiur individual animal research
projects. The students truly took ownership ofrtlearning as they researched and wrote their ahidmoks and created their mdr-
velous dioramas. Expository writing was integrated science as students wrote their nonfictiomaibooks and reports. We
also spent some time writing how-to paragraphsteruks.

In math, students were introduced to the concefptsultiplication and division through the use obles and stories involving
equal groups. The students also showed their keahskills by creating graphs on Graph Club 2.0.

Second graders are on a roll and will finish oetykar strong, learning and serving together adIRiElementary!

(0 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

& C & O$ # Kelly Stoker, Meghan Pow-

ers, Stephanie Lacy, Katie
Our third graders have worked so hard this yeat vemare so proud of Turek, Melissa Matthews,
their progress! The rigor has increased from setonhird grade, and we Ashley Allen, Elizabeth
have worked diligently and seen so much successcai'é believe that Lisee
we are moving into the last nine weeks of the stiear!

Our mathematicians have covered a wide range afeguin during the third nine weeks, including fraies, number lines, and
many different types of measurement. Students éehiime differences between perimeter, area, andngland they accurately
measured objects with rulers in both metric andaruary units. We even learned that time and tentperare also types of meg
urement before moving on to graphing, probabibityd geometry. So much of our math curriculum caagyied to science as
well!

v)
1

Speaking of science, our third graders have comglatany different investigations. We dug deep mipenvironment and
learned all about its organisms and how they serinvtheir habitats. Students were fascinated kthalways our environment cgn
change rapidly due to natural disasters. We ha@agun our solar system unit, which is alwaystiexgst

In Reader’s and Writer's Workshop, we have seedestts blossom into critical thinkers and creativéess. As readers, student
have learned the importance of asking deep queséind drawing their own conclusions and inferenaesiswer those questiong.
They have also discovered what authors use torbalpers visualize, which carries over well intartioevn writing. Students ever
used descriptive writing when they wrote expositpigces to report what they learned from their oggearch. We then learned
about persuasive writing and how to convince soraegse of something we want or believe.

Our social studies lessons have centered arounchooity during these nine weeks. We have discussatyrdifferent historical
figures that influenced their communities throubeit careers, their inventions, or even their arknand beliefs. Our communitigs
would not be the same without them.

We are excited to finish the school year strong.aMealready proud of all that our third gradensehaccomplished, and there is
still much more to come!

PTA 5" 6" (. 798 " 5"
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Cara Griffin, Angela Afshar,
Carrie Hammons, Lyndsee 0 C #
Herrin, Marisa Rivner

Fourth grade here at Riddle is blessed with sugthsand diverse group of students. It is our hityae our curriculum and lesson
will continue to reflect the wide range of inteesbilities, and curiosities of our students. THied nine weeks abounds with a
variety of topics, including perimeter, area, volyrthe Civil War, railroads, cattle, measuremeatrative stories, figurative lan-
guage, and electricity!

Reading by Taylor
In reading, fourth graders have been learning torsarize nonfiction and fiction texts using a 3-2tfategy, which helps us bregk
apart the important parts of the text. For ouidit text, we readecause of Winn Dixiand highlighted the beginning, middle, ghd
end. We also worked on main ideas and drawinglasions. In guided reading we've been studyirgthieme of different
books. A theme is the main lesson or messagédobh.

Math by Macy
Throughout the month of February, fourth gradesseHaarned about perimeter, area, volume, and memasunt. Measurement is

like taking a ruler and determining how long or hewde something is. Perimeter is the length arcamabject, area is the inside
of a flat surface, and volume is how much capaanitybject can hold. We learned how to figure oatarea by multiplying length
times width. To find the perimeter, we add up &fihe sides. To find volume, we multiply length @mwidth times height! We
also learned about metric units and customary whitseasurement.

Writing by Sophie and Jordan
During the past nine weeks, we have been workinthemlifferences between personal narratives apdsgtory writing. We have
also been learning about topic sentences and sldtathe month of January, we were working on @diroughout our writing.
For example, expository writing is not a storygiitly tells facts. A narrative is a time you did shing. Topic sentences are mepnt
to draw the reader to read the story. Details tiedpstory to not be boring, and they also paijpicture in the reader’s head. Fi-
nally, voice helps the story sound like you arkiteg. We both think writing is fun!

Science by Nick
| am going to tell you what we are doing in thisesame subject! We have been studying closed and @priits. A closed circuit

is when there is electricity flowing through withtabreak and suddenly the light flashes on! Amagircuit does the complete
opposite. Another exciting thing we are learninguhs the food chain. First, the grass uses theésmake food, and a mouse ¢ a
rabbit eats it. Then, a snake comes and strikegrihg That isn’t all... A hawk comes and carries sheke away. We had fun
showing all about this at Open House!

Social Studies by Anika

In social studies we learned all about new inverstiand oil discoveries in Texas. Actually, becanfse oil discoveries, new in-
ventions for Texas were made. Some examples afv@htions are cars, railroads, etc. Texas founérgt oil field on Spindletop
Hill. Pattillo Higgins was the man who discoverée bil under Spindletop, 1,139 feet undergroundcel®Pattillo Higgins discov-
ered oil, Texas started to develop more and maiewsntions. To this very day, we still use sonfi¢ghe inventions made by Pat
tillo Higgins’ oil discovery!

As you can see, our nine weeks has been jam-padkiedearning! Please continue to encourage yauttestt to review all of their
math and reading skills at home. It is importantantinuously reinforce their skills so they aoe forgotten. We are constantly
striving to achieve great things. In the words aff&ara Jordan, a famous African American politidiamm Texas, “l never in-
tended to become a run-of-the-mill person.” As eféect on all that we have learned and all thataee yet to learn, our bigges
goal is to continually encourage your child to kelepaming, learning, and exploring.
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Brett Shelby, Lindsey Beaird,
Candace Brock, Jami
C Bicknell, Melissa Tollinger

It has been another exciting nine weeks in thh fifade at Riddle! As we see all the students gragh and]
every day, the days here are becoming limited.e kkean update of all the exciting things we hagernbdo-
ing this past nine weeks!

We have been on a journey as we have studied éuagyfrom fractions to measurement to
geometry in math. We always try to make real woeddnections to our lessons. From
looking at recipes to architectural buildings, fifidn graders have made many mathematical
connections to our real world. Converting meas@msiwas a major concept as we con-
verted inches to feet to yards to miles.

During this nine weeks we have focused on manyudfit concepts in reading. In poetry,

we examined many different pieces and interpretearigty of poems. We also focused on

expository text as we dove into dramatic plays mdtedural texts. As we continue to grow into fluesad-
ers, we have completed various novel studies apdsed the fifth graders to some award winning texts

We have integrated social studies and writing and ¥ifth graders have been exposed to the begiain
our great country. The American Revolution hamba& focus this last nine weeks. Students hava lree
troduced to some of our great leaders. The timreedonies and the fight for our freedom from Emglavere
part of our focus as we wrote expository and pesiseassays. Our wonderful writers have also loiang
into their creative sides through writing fiction!

As we turned our studies toward organisms andtkiega@ment in science, we had the wor

derful opportunity to host a creepy guest: a praymantis! The eggs have hatched and wq are

taking this opportunity to observe this organisrd apply it to our studies. We have been
\"_talking about the various ecosystems that all asgas live in and how they survive in each

Students have also studied the different typegetycles that all organisms go through arli
the variations between them.

Thank you once again for all that you do for ofthfgraders and we look forward to closing out fear as
we celebrate sending them on to Fowler as sooretmibddle schoolers!

- Fowler Middle School PTA -
Parent/famlly involvement is fun, informative, anthst importantly, helps our children perform bette
: school. Please consider becoming involved witH-itwler Middle School PTA.

%The Fowler PTA Nominating Committee is currentligitey Nominations and volunteers for the 2012-
:2013 PTA Board. Please consider joining us as wéirnee to serve the students and staff at Fowler. :

If you are interested, please contact Anitha Sagiatkidspta@yahoo.corfor a Leadership Interest
i Form. The form is due to your child’'s current teachy April 12, 2012.
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Laura Blackbourn, PTA President

I know | said this in my last newsletter, but ttg2-2012 school year is flying by! | don't thirtket PTA ever stops.

In February we had another successful Spirit N&gl€hick-Fil-A. What a great turnout! We alsoedelated Valen-
tine’s Day by hosting a party with each class. $tuglents handed out their Valentine’s Day cardd,dome snacks,
and played games. The students had so much fbhahKTyou to all the room parents that helped @reat job!

On February 18 we elected our officers for the upcoming 2012-26@100l year. | will continue one more year as FPFasident,
Kim Monk is returning as Vice President of Programsy Thompson is returning as Vice President afdraising, and Stephanie
Forester is returning as Treasurer. We also veanelcome a new board member, Greta Eidem, as tdegréaVelcome, Gretal

The PTA also kicked off the Spring Book Fair on fetry 16". 1t was a huge success! This was our first y@&ost two
Book Fairs. Stephanie Forester and Tisha Hardsdiazing job. You two rock!

February was a busy month! We hosted Lunch wi#m@parents as well as Family Movie Night. Did Intien these two
events were all during our Book Fair week? Duilihgvie Night, Riddle families were able to shop bmroks and then head
on into the gym to watcBhicken Rurwhile enjoying some popcorn. Some students weg pajamas, brought blankets,
pillows while kicking back and watching the movik.was so much fun!

Here we are in March! We had another great turab@hick-Fil-A on March . (I really don't think we ever get tired of Chikl-A.
It is nice to have an excuse not to make dinn@uy PTA hosted a dinner for our teachers duringrpeuse on March"8 where they
enjoyed catering from Cantina Laredo - yummy! \Wentwelcomed Spring Break, and it was nice to the&iddos home. When wg
returned, we set up a luncheon for our staff hobtedur 4" and %' grade parents on March™¥2followed by Multicultural Night that
evening. It was a fun and informative evening wehgiudents and their families had a chance to kelaont other countries and their
cultures. This night is always a wonderful turnantl Monica Violante does an amazing job!

The PTA will continue to finish out this amazingaye We really do enjoy all we get to do for ouhaal. Thank you!
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Amy Thompson, PTA Fundraising Chair

Get ready for an EPIC Adventure...

FUN RUN!
The Boosterthon Fun Run program is a healthy ater@ to traditional product sales that raises musbded funds for our school anfl
many others across America. The nine-day Boosterafgn promotes three specific values during thefifled program: fitness, lead-
ership, and character.

This year’s character theme is “EPIC Adventured éts all about teamwork! Our students will be lding character by learning the
four secrets of successful teams:

Encourage
Ray

Invite
Celebrate

Boosterthon Fun Run Basics
The event will kick off with a 30-minute school-véidPep Rally on May"7and conclude on May 6with the Boosterthon Fun Run

event.
Students will get pledges towards the number of thpy will run at the Boosterthon Fun Run.
Every studentan participate in the Fun Run, regardless ofg#edaised, and receives a “Boosterthon All-Statiitt.
Proceeds from this event will go toward buying iP3\r the classrooms!

More information will come home with your child prito the event. This is the major fundraising eéfenthe year!
Thanks in advance for your support!
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