[@svw es]@]

BLEDSOE IUZ

Frincipal s Fen.. &

Although it’s hard to believe...2009 is quickly coming to an end! That means . Staff Spotlight B-Days
that we are almost halfway through the school year - and what a great half it has been!!
We have already stored many memories from this year - Meet the Teacher Night, the
first day of school, TBEC Honor Roll Award, our positive and fun PTA Fundraiser - . Asst. Principal Presents
Boosterthon, Gary Burns Fun Run, Fall Book Fair, Angel/It’s a Small World program,
etc. None of these events would have been successful without the help and support of
our parents.

As parents, you are one of the most significant influences in your child’s life
and education. Research shows that parent involvement is essential to improve the
quality of education. Parents who value education and become partners with the school
send a strong message to their children regarding the importance of learning. Parents,
teachers, and administrators must work in partnership to encourage children to take
education seriously.

We, at Bledsoe Elementary, appreciate the crucial role our parents play in
preparing their child for success in school. Working as a team, our combined efforts
reinforce academic standards, ethical behavior, and positive interpersonal
communication. As a result, children flourish not only as students, but develop in a
broader sense...to become all that they can be!

The New Year is quickly approaching and provides the perfect opportunity for
our Bledsoe family of students, parents, and staff to commit to making the second half
of our school year even better than the first. Let’s all pledge to continue our support of
the Bledsoe Mission Statement: “Our Bledsoe family is a safe, nurturing and respectful
community dedicated to creating an environment where students can develop their
curiosity for life, a love of learning, and build confidence to ensure a successful future.”

V»
£

In This Issue

. Important Dates

. President’s Pad
2009-2010 PTA Board
Nurse News

Small World Angels
Box Top News
Adopt-A-Street Clean-up
Drink Pouch Collections
Boosterthon

Gary Burns Fun Run
All City Choir
Scholastic Book Fair
Bledsoe Spirit Nights
Bookmark

Counselor's Corner

“Light is the task where many share the toil.” — Homer
Booster Seat Law News

Wishing you a Happy Holiday Season and a Happy New Year!

Music Notes

Need Volunteers!

Picture Retakes

3
3.
4.
4.
4.
5,
5.
6.
6.
6.
7
7.
8.
8.
8.
)
)
)
)

Birthday Reminders

AN Happy Birthday Texas PTA! [ oo

)ﬁﬁ« 10. Directory Updates
A~ Texas PTA turned 100 on
100Years October 19th, 2009

Bledsoe Elementary

P77 Vol. 5 Issue 3/ November 2009 everychild.onevoice’



STAFF SPOTLIGHT , Mark Your Calendar!
2
BIRTHDAYS :November
16-20 Fall Book Fair
NOVEMBER' 19 “Pastries with a Parent” (Book Fair)
Shantiel McGowan 23™ 19 Fieldtrip to Opera - 3rd grade i
19 Fieldtrip to Museum of Nature & Science-4"
Brandon Hunter 26™ o
20 Positive Proof ID
DECEMBER 23-27 No School - Happy Thanksgiving!
2
Kelly Starnes & ¢ December
Lucia Vargas (3 I Picture Retakes
A . rd 3 Bledsoe Spirit Night - Chick-Fil-A
Emlly Harris 23 3 Progress Reports Go Home
4 Colonial Day - 5" Grade
JANUARY- 4 Adopt-A-Street Clean Up - 3:15-4:30pm
Terri Haarala 7th 5 Choir at Merry Main St. - 5:35pm-Stocking Stage
15 Teacher Luncheon
Erin Genthner 21 18 Classroom Winter Parties
FEBRUARY' 21-Jan 1st No School - Winter Break
Natalie Churchill th 2
' ; : ¢January
Brian Erwin o
. . 12 PTA Meeting - 7pm
Angie Williams 12 Family Science Night - Following PTA Meeting
) 12-14 CogAT Testing - 1°* Grade
15 No School - Staff Development Day
18 No School - Holiday
)
i February
| Sky Dome - Grades K-3
8-11 Friendship Week
TNT News 9 PTA Meeting - 7Pm
Teacher’s Notice Things, or TNT Awards, are given ? Grade Level Music Performances - 7:30pm
by teachers when they see a student going above and

beyond. When students are noticed they are given a backpack tag, they are recognlzed W|th a certlflcate at Good Morning
Bledsoe on Monday mornings, and their picture is displayed on the TNT bulletin board. | am so proud to share the names of
students who have received a TNT Award in each issue of our newsletter.

TNT Award Recipients from October 2" - 30th:

Kendall Courtney Cameron Groenteman Caleb Ferguson
Anuja Jayachandran Zachary Jones Mackenzie Ulam
Lauren Brinlee Argus Vincze Davis Patterson
Ashlee Hoxsey Kevin Wang Charlie Kelman
Savannah Turner Ananya Phadke Bilal Qureshi
Zoe Montes Tyler Barnes Cole Stone
Zoey Kay Ben Williams Grant Robertson
Kyla Prusatk

Bledsoe Elementary
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PTA President’s Pad

PTA President, Debbie Pasha

Dear Bledsoe Families,

As we all prepare for the Thanksgiving Break, it is truly
appropriate to give thanks. Thanks to the parents who volunteer
their time and talents to make Bledsoe the great school it is. Our
volunteers enable each event to be a success; whether a
Fundraiser, Membership Drive, Book Fair, Class Party, Spirit
Night or Reflections campaign.

The talents of our volunteers are seen in the bulletin boards
throughout the school, Hospitality decorations, Newsletter, Spirit
Wear and Directory. Their caring and compassion are seen in
every field trip, class cafeteria lunch shift or recycle program.

We give thanks to our school staff and teachers, whose countless
hours and individual attention to each Bledsoe student show that
what they do 1s more than just a job. The staff teaches
responsibility and respect for one another. These are the
cornerstones of the education received at Bledsoe that will shape
our children to become tomorrow’s adults.

Thanks to the parents who cannot volunteer but who provide their
talents, caring and countless hours to homework completion,
guided reading and test preparation, and to making sure each child
arrives at Bledsoe every morning ready to learn.

May your families have a restful and safe Thanksgiving and
holiday season.

Best regards,

Debbie Susha

Bledsoe PTA President

Bledsoe Elementary
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BLEDSOE PTA

EXECUTIVE BOARD

PRESIDENT:
Debbie Pasha

15" VICE PRESIDENT:
Mandy Graham mtgraham_98@msn.com

2" \/ICE PRESIDENT:
Teresa Dennis  tfdennis64@gmail.com

3®°VICE PRESIDENT:

dcpasha@sprynet.com

Elizabeth Watkins  txwatkins@att.net
SECRETARY:

Lorie Payne loriestawnpayne@gmail.com
TREASURER:

Shelly Haarala mshaarala@sbcglobal.net
PARLIAMENTARIAN:

Kindra Strachan  kastrachan@tx.rr.com
HISTORIAN:

Daphne Brazil daphnescraps@yahoo.com

PTA COMMITTEES

Book FAIR:
Nicole Warhoftig thewarthogs@sbcglobal.net
Suzanne Chapman suzjeff@tx.rr.com

CULTURAL ARTS:
Emily Vaile vaileje@sbcglobal.net

DESTINATION IMAGINATION:
Cathy Kniering cathy@kniering.com

ENVIRONMENTAL/SAFETY:
Katrina Watland katrina@mindspring.com

FIELD DAY:

Renee Sample rdsamp1054@aol.com
HOSPITALITY:

Liz Smith liznsmith@gmail.com
Zena Horton zenaf@mindspring.com
NEWSLETTER:

Gina Saueressig  saueressig@tx.rr.com
PusLICITY:

Jenny Morgan jenny.morgan@sbcglobal.net
SPIRIT STORE:

Nita Wallen the.wallens@sbcglobal.net
Roxanne Thompson

roxanne.thompson@sbcglobal.net

COMMUNITY PARTNERS:

Julianne Amezcua
julianneamezcua@yahoo.com

COURTESY & COMMUNICATION:

Amy McGrath amymcg02@hotmail.com

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR:
Julia Jorgenson jules_jorgenson@yahoo.com

Room PARENT COORDINATOR:
Karen Courtney kannec@tx.rr.com
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FLU UPDATE
The height of Bledsoe’s flu absentees were seen at the end of September and have since then declined. Denton

County Health Department also reports that influenza-like illness activity continues to decline across the county.
Please continue to reinforce hand washing, coughing into your elbow, and keeping students home with fever of

100 or greater so that our absentee rate stays down! Additional information can be found at the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) links below:

http:/ /www.cdc.gov/flu/freeresources /2009-10 /pdf/parents guide flier.pdf
http:/ /www.cdc.gov/flu/freeresources/2009-10/pdf/handwashing.pdf

CRYSTAL MORRIS, RN
469-633-3608

**The clinic is always in need of saltine crackers, gitls/boys underwear size 4 - 8,
and gently used shorts/pants for students that have accidents at school.**

Making the Difference in the Lives of Children

Each year the schools in Frisco hold the Angel Tree Drive. The Angel Tree Drive is a gift donation
program to help out underprivileged students in the Frisco area.

During the month of November students can bring in gifts for kids that their classroom has sponsored.
Classrooms typically sponsor two student “Angels”. We try to give each grade level students that are
around their age. This way the kids can help pick out gifts for their “Angel(s)”. Your child will bring home
a photocopy of the “Angel’s” needs and wish list; it has the clothing sizes listed as well. On it is an
“Angel ID number”. For each gift you purchase on the list, put a sticky note on the outside with the
“Angel ID number”. This way we know that the gift gets to the right “Angel”. The gifts
are to come UNWRAPPED to the school. If you would like to donate gift bags or wrapping paper you
may do so.

Gifts will be collected through Tuesday, December 2nd and will be delivered to the “Angels” in
time for the holidays. We truly appreciate your support for this program. We have always had a
wonderful turn out from our generous community. We thank you!

Bledsoe Elementary
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GREEN TEAM News & Updates

: Adopt a Street Clean Up Scheduled
Adopt & Stree for Friday December 4t

StpRArY Come help keep the area around Bledsoe clean and green!
’ Friday, December 4"
3:15PM to 4:30PM
Bledsoe kids and parents will pick up trash around the school. Snacks and drinks will
be provided. Please let Katrina Watland (katrina@mindspring.com) know if you would
like to attend this important event.

NEW!
DRINK POUCH BRIGADE

Bledsoe Elementary has started a new Drink Pouch Brigade!

We are helping the planet while earning cash for our school!
Did you know that drink pouches such as Capri Sun, Honest Kids and Kool-Aid are

completely non-recyclable? A company called TerraCycle upcycles them. Upcycling is
when you take something that is usually thrown away and turn it into something people
can use - like fashion bags, pencil cases and other products. Upcycling means LESS trash

ends up in landfills and that is a lot BETTER for our planet! We have set up a collection

bin in the cafeteria and all students have to do is finish their drink, remove the straw and
put it in the collection bin - no rinsing or washing! You can even collect them at home and
send them in a plastic bag for your child to drop in the bin. All drink pouches are accepted,
but please do not send juice boxes! Empty pouches are mailed back to TerraCycle and they
will give us $.02 for EVERY pouch. So, start collecting at home, sports games, birthday

Backpack "

Bledsoe Elementary
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We would like to thank all of the
wonderful volunteers that helped to
make our Fall Book Fair such a success!
We couldn’t do it without you!!

Nicole Warhoftig & Suzanne Chapman
Book Fair co-chairs

ary Buras Fun Run

It was another great year at the Gary Burns Fun Run!
Bledsoe had over 118 participants!

AWARDS:

Bledsoe Elementary - 1st place - Most Participation
Bledsoe Elementary - 2nd place - Most Spirited
Amy Swiney - 2nd in her age division

Vicki Oliver - 3rd in her age division

Evan Parsons - 3rd place for the entire race!
(Evan is the husband of our crossing guard)

CONGRATULATIONS!

3 BLEDSOE STUDENTS IN ALL City CHOIR

Bledsoe Elementary was proud to announce that 3 of its
5™ Grade students were placed in the Frisco ISD All City
Choir. This prestigious choir auditioned 200 4" and 5"
grade students throughout Frisco and only 90 students
were selected.

The honor choir was established 11 years ago and was
founded on the principle that there be a representative
from each school in the choir. They recently performed
at the Frisco Arts Festival as well as for the Texas
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development
Conference.

In December, they will continue a tradition started 11
years ago by performing for the FISD Senior Citizen’s
Luncheon at Staley Middle School. In February, the choir
will represent FISD at the Texas Music Educator’s

Association Conference, an opportunity in which very few

choirs in the state of Texas get to take part. An audition
CD of the choir was submitted and they were chosen
among hundreds of choirs across the state.
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Sateera Rumph, Lendon Jackson & Katie Kelleher
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FAMILY FUN

SPIRIT NIGHTS

Our next Bledsoe Spirit Night will be at

Chick-Fil-A
Thursday, Dec 3+

Join us for Spirit Day at the
Chick-Fil-A on Eldorado/Tollway.

Stop by anytime that day and Bledsoe will earn a
portion of the total sales! Whether you dine-in or
take it to go, order at the counter or in the drive-
thru, just tell them your with Bledsoe Elementary
and our school will receive the credit.

So swing by Chick-Fil-A on the way to school and
surprise your teacher with a breakfast treat!
Or grab lunch to go and surprise your child with
lunch in the cafeteria!

Don't feel like cooking after a long day?
Come and eat dinner with other students and
staff between 5-8pm!

Thank you to everyone who attended our WOGA
Parent's Night Out in October!
Your participation, we earned $330.00 for our
school! WOW!
Watch for details on the Gattitown
Spirit Night, coming in February.

Thank you for supporting our school!

BOX TOPS

Your trash is our cash!

Help support our school by clipping the following
items:

Box Tops - Each one is worth .10 cents

CAMPBELL's UPC LABELS - We earn points that
teachers can use to purchase supplies for their
classroom

TYSON PROJECT A+ - each label is worth .24 cents
Turn them into your teacher each week or when
you build up a good amount and you could win
prizes!

THE TRAVELING TROPHY
Bonnie Box Tops is awarded at Good Morning

Bledsoe each Friday to the CLASS that collects the

most Box Tops each week. Prizes are awarded at
the end of each 9 weeks period to the student who
has collected the most Box Tops, the student who

has collected the most Campbell's Labels and the
class that has won Bonnie Box Tops the most times
for that 9 weeks period.

i

Bledsoe Elementary
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Boosterthon

Our Fun Run on Wednesday, October 28" was a
huge success with the majority of students fulfilling
their 35 lap goals! We were thrilled that the run was
able to occur outdoors in a week filled with rain! It
was so much fun to see so many of our parents and
all of our staff cheering on the students!

We are well underway in our collection efforts and
hope to hold our last collection day on Wednesday,
December 2™. If you have already turned in your
pledged funds, THANK YOU! If you have not
done so yet, or still have funds outstanding, please
collect these as soon as possible. Our goal is 100%
collection and we are so very close!

Thank you for your support! W

Vol. 5 Issue 3/ November 2009
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BOOKMARK HAVE YOU BEEN TO THE

LIBRARY NEWS & HAPPENINGS COUNSELOR(GS CORNER
Bledsoe Book Club Book Club is going WEBSITE YET?
strong! Students are discussing books, Please don't forget to check the counselor's
participating in games based upon the Golly website for information on classroom guidance,
Whopper Games and getting very excited parenting opportunities and important testing
about the author visiting in December. dates, and much more! Mrs. Williams updates it
All 3-5t graders are going to enjoy Jody regularly, so check back often.

Feldman on December 4t

The Bluebonnet Program The Bluebonnet
Program has begun for all 314, 4t and 5t grade
students! Program details are available on the
Bledsoe Library Website.

3-5t grade students have the opportunity to
participate in the Bluebonnet Battle. Bledsoe
will be competing in February against students
from other schools. This will be a team
contest and Bledsoe needs 6 students who
have read at least 10 Bluebonnet

Books. Bledsoe is hosting this first ever contest

Counsel orc”;js‘

Click Here To Check It Out!

. http://teachersites.schoolworld.com/

webpages/anwilliams/
..'..- S . .'.’.‘z.

in Frisco so our team needs to be prepared 000 0220/0] 000 UD
and excited!! Talk with Mrs. Eaton if you are (20000000007 O5
interested in being a part of this team! LN A0 Q00

Visit the Library website HERE
(http://teacherweb.com/T X/BledsoeElementary/Library)

NEW BOOSTER SEAT LAW
EFFECTS BLEDSOE STUDENTS!

Y Y S YSYYY YYS YY YSY YY YYYY SYS YYYSY YYYY Y YSY YY Y YSYSSYSY YY YYYYA
A new Texas law requires all children

YOUNGER THAN 8 YRS. OLD LESS THAN 4 O 9raLL
be in a booster seat.
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A poorly-fitting adult seat belt can cause severe injuries to
a child's neck and internal organs during a car crash.

USE THIS SIMPLE TEST TO BE SURE:
Once your child has reached eight years old, perform this simple test to find out if they are
ready to wear an adult seat belt properly without a booster seat:

Have your child sit all the way back on the vehicle seat, with their back straight against the
back of the seat, and buckle the lap/shoulder belt over them.

1. Do their legs bend naturally at the knees over the edge of the seat?
2. Does the lap portion of the belt fit low over the hips and top of their thighs?
3. Does the shoulder portion of the belt fit across the center of their chest?

If you answer NO to any of these three questions,
your child may be better protected in a booster seat.
Keep Them Safe!

Bledsoe Elementary Taken from TXDPS. Visit www.txdps.state.tx.us .
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SICINOTES

DONGr Miss OUR VERY OWN
BLEDSOE CHOIR PERFORMING AT
MERRY MAIN STREET

Saturday, December 5t
5:35pm - Stocking Stage

Choir will also perform during
Good Morning Bledsoe on
Friday, December 4t!

STUDENT BIRTHDAY REMINDERS:

Student and staff birthdays are announced
Friday mornings at GMB. Birthdays that fall on
Saturday or Sunday will be called the Friday
before their birthday weekend.

Party invitations can be passed out at school
only if everyone in the class is invited
(or all of the boys / all of the girls).

Students are welcome to bring a birthday treat
to share with their class, but Please keep the
following information in mind;

! The Texas Department of Health requires that
all treats must be store bought - nothing
homemade.

! Treats should be brought to the office by 2pm.

! Remember to have your treats READY TO
PASS OUT (cut, sliced,
to include napkins, small paper plates, plastic
forks or anything else needed to eat your treat.
Teachers do not keep knives and kitchen
supplies in their rooms.

Bledsoe Elementary
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VOLUNTEERS
MAKE IT HAPPEN

Bledsoe Needs Volunteers !
Please consider giving some time to your
school. There are many opportunities
available to meet your schedule & interests.
No experience necessary!

or fill out the School Volunteer Packet located
online in the e -Thursday folder.

Julia Jorgenson -
bledsoevolunteer@yahoo.com
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Picture Retakes

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Picture Retake Day is
Tuesday, December 15

FAQ:

1 We did not order a package on October 14, but
we would like to order one now. No problem!
Just fill out the order form which can be found by
clickingHERE,or i nsi de t he
Thursday Folder. You can also pick up a form in
the school 6s office.
give the photographer their order form and
payment.

ﬂ We received our picture package, but are not
c happy with thespheto. dNe preblems!uygthchitdu |
can be re-photographed free of charge by returnmg
the original package on retake day. :

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000c0focccccccccce

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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1 day a month or 5 ¢
30 minutes or 2 hours or ANYTHING in
between!
Pl ease contact Bl eds oe¥%s
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http://www.friscoisd.org/schools/elementary/bledsoe/documents/FallPictureRetakesOrderform.pdf

SAVE THE DATE!

3™ Annudl

SOCK HOP

Watch for details
after winter break!

The Bledsoe directories have been distributed! Bledsoe PTA provides PTA Members with one free
directory per household. We did print extra so if you are not a PTA member please consider joining for
only $8 or you can purchase a directory for $12.

If you need to change or update your information please email me at jenny.morgan@sbcglobal.net
We will publish corrections and any additions in the newsletter throughout the year.

Thank you,

Jenny Morgan
Directory Chairman

/
Cut here and add to your Directory

Addition:

Rodriguez
Isabella 3
Matthew 1

Thompson, Garrett

Bledsoe Elementary
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1798 Coldstone Drive Frisco, TX 75034 214-407-7182
Cathy bellandmatt@yahoo.com 520-991-1823
Mario melrod70@gmail.com

Address should be 5648 Brookhill Lane
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