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Advanced Placement (AP)

•The Advanced Placement (AP) program was created by the College Board 
in 1955 to provide students with college-level work in high school. There 
are currently 37 Advanced Placement Exams across 22 subjects offered 
during May of each year. Students may earn college credit for their AP 
exam scores. By taking AP courses, students can…

• Get a head start on college-level work
• Improve their writing skills and sharpen their problem-solving 

techniques
• Develop the study habits necessary for tackling rigorous course work
• Study subjects in greater depth and detail



AP Computer Science Principles

Introductory college-level computing course where 
students cultivate their understanding of computer 
science through working with data, collaborating to 
solve problems, and developing computer solutions 
as they explore concepts like creativity, abstraction, 
data and information, algorithms, programming, the 
internet, and the global impact of computing



Computer Science Principles is modeled on college 
versions for non-majors. It lets teachers pick any coding 
language and has a gentler vibe. There is an exam, but 
students also submit projects “more similar to a studio 
art portfolio,” Mr. Packer said. The course covers working 
with data and understanding the internet and 
cybersecurity, and it teaches “transferable skills,” he said, 
like formulating precise questions. 

New York Times, Learning to Think Like A Computer, Pappano, April, 2017



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S1vFrz4NETg






AP CS Principles Assessments

Unlike many AP courses, AP 
CSP requires performance 
tasks throughout the year 
in addition to a 
multiple-choice exam in 
May.  The three 
components are combined 
to provide the AP exam 
score.

Explore Performance Task
8 hours, 16%

Create Performance Task
12 hours, 24%

End of course Exam
2 hours, 60%



Pathways in Frisco ISD
PAP Computer 

Science

Video Game 
Programming 

(CTEC)
AP Computer Science

Advanced Computer 
Science

Mobile App 
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Game Programming 
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Computer Science

Cybersecurity 
(CTEC)

AP Computer Science 
Principles

Java Java

(Highly Recommended)

Java Swift/iOS C++/Unreal

C#/XNA



What’s the Difference?

● General computing 
course

● Only 25% coding (not 
Java)

● Technology credit

AP Computer Science 
Principles

AP Computer Science A

● Coding course using 
Java

● Prerequisite is Pre-AP 
Computer Science or 
Computer Science

● Technology credit



AP Capstone Diploma
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AP Research



AP Capstone

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yPsQvn6NaLE


AP Capstone - The Benefits

•Earn Distinction - Stand out in the college admission process and have the 
opportunity to earn valuable college credit or placement

•Acquire Critical Skills - Students acquire challenging career and 
college-level analysis, writing and research skills that are increasingly 
valued by colleges and in the workplace

•Choose what to study - Students choose their own research topic and 
study issues and topics of interest and importance to them



AP Capstone Teacher

Jonathan Huggins

Heritage High School



AP Capstone Students

Christian Mira Sanjana Natarajan

Senior - HHS Junior - HHS



Advanced Academic Nights

December 2, 2019 January 9, 2020

Reedy High School Centennial High School



AP Credit & College Resources

AP Credit Policy Search

AP Computer Science Principles

AP Capstone

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-placement/search-policies
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-computer-science-principles?course=ap-computer-science-principles
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-capstone


Contacts

Dr. Angela Romney
romneya@friscoisd.org

Mr. Krishna Chetty
chettys@friscoisd.org

Mrs. Lisa Curry
curryl@friscoisd.org

@FISDAdvAcad
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Questions & Answers


